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{SUMMARY )

Three Main Factors in Research
on Self-regulated Language Learning:
Motivation, Learning Styles and Learning Strategies

Yasushi Kawal

Recently the significance of learner-variables has become eminent in both second/
foreign language teaching and research. Among the factors accountable for this are the
shifts in themes of SLA research from the description and explanation of language
acquisition to the influence of learner-variables on the acquisition, as well as attention
towards self-regulated learning in foreign language education.

The author depicts three main categorical concepts for focus-on-learner SLA
research : motivation, learning styles and learning strategies. In this paper, he intends to
make a general review of existing research regarding these three fields, and suggest a
direction for the research field to take. Even though there have been several studies
linking these elements (especially in ‘style and strategy’ research by Oxford and Ehr-
man), the situation as a whole is that individual factor groups have been investigated
independently.

The arrival of the globalization will bring forth the need for self-regulated language
learning. The learning period will be extended to achieve higher proficiencies in target
language communication in accordance with the globalization of the work environment.
The significance of learner autonomy will inevitably increase. Thus the ability to counsel
language learners will become a vital requirement for teachers.

The role of researchers in such a state will be to provide teachers with information
regarding motivation, learning styles and strategies, as well as the relationship among
them so that the teachers can help learners make the best possible choices in language
learning. He presents a thematic research organizer: “f (motivation % learning
style) =learning strategy ” which symbolically represents issues to be investigated in

focus-on-learner SLA research.
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