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History and Perspectives of Studies about so-called “Knife
Shaped Tool Culture”: From a view point of Chronostratigra-
phy divided by Terrace Lands in the Southern Kanto plain.

Masaki NAGANUMA

This paper discusses a history and perspectives of chronological studies about so-called “Knife Shaped
Tool Culture” (Upper Paleolithic in Japanese Islands; approximately 35,000-17,000CYBP) in Southern
Kanto plain. Many of studies are characterized by two particular frameworks. One is chronostratigraphy
of multi-component sites situated in thick eolian deposits on the terraces of rivers; the other is division of
the systems of chronology between such local terrace lands. These features were resulted from social
background related to marked increase in land developments of the Metropolitan area during the period
of the time from 1970-80’s. Since then, urgent excavations for destroying archaeological sites have been
main part of archaeological social practice, and excavators had been under the necessity of putting a
mass of material in order in a relatively short period of the time. Furthermore, the “Localism of
chronology”, which also had been caused by accumulation of archaeological records of the Paleolithic
investigations, had strongly supported the local separation of chronological systems into terrace lands or
administrative districts.

However, using “Cultural Layer” reported inseparably from previous chronological premise as basic
dates for archaeological interpretations, and different local systems of chronology are not well suited to
explain behavioral variability in the Pleistocene hunter-gatherer activities. Towards the behavioral
explanations for Paleolithic records in Kanto plain, we should examine the unit of activity traces more
thoroughly taking into account the formation process of each Paleolithic site, and spatial distribution of
site groups beyond border lines of terrace lands and districts belong to present-day society.

*Investigation Group for Archaeological site, Meiji University.
Wakamatsu-cho 5-6-1, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo, 183-0005, Japan.

E-mail : mngnm@solid.ocn.ne.jp





