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Participation in the SDI research by Japanese Government:
Policy decision process (1985 — 1987)

SEGAWA Takao

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to discuss participation in the SDI research by the Nakasone
Administration. In 1985, the U.S. Department of Defense requested that it participate in the
research of SDI for European countries and Japan. At first, West Europe and Japan showed a
skeptic view about the realizability of SDI. However, the U.K. and West Germany concluded
the agreement to participate in the SDI research that the United States initiated. To acquire the
high technology that the United States developed, Japan also decided participation in the SDI
research following the U.K. and West Germany. Japan was able to disclose the content of the
agreement of the SDI research participation by doing the negotiation with the United States
repeatedly. Moreover, a Japanese enterprise acquired use rights of the defense technology

newly developed from the United States enterprise.
Keywords

Strategic Defense Initiative, Japan-U.S. Security Relationship, Technological Policy of

Japan
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