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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of this study was to clarify the knowledge of nurses regarding the use of public
systems, such as a high-cost medical care benefit system, by patients with lung cancer undergoing
repeated chemotherapy and the actual perceptions of nurses toward caring for patients who are an
economic burden.

Methods: We administered a questionnaire survey to 90 nurses working at a hospital that offered
advanced lung cancer treatment. The questionnaire was created on the basis of information gathered
from medical social workers and administrative departments. Questions were associated with the
knowledge of nurses regarding the high-cost medical care benefit system and their perceptions of this
system.

Results: Nurses were most knowledgeable about the “role of MSW” and “high-cost medical care benefit
system,” and they were least knowledgeable about the fact that “for an insurance system, deductions
differ depending on age” and “there is a maximum out-of-pocket expense when expenses are
totaled.” Thus, nurses tended to be less aware about the details of the high-cost medical care benefit
system. Meanwhile, nurses recognized the necessity of confirming the economic burden of treatment
with the patient and their family and associating this with support.

Conclusion: It was revealed that nurses recognized the necessity of support associated with the economic
aspects of patients, but they did not completely understand the details about the high-cost medical

care benefit system.

Keywords : high-cost medical care benefit system, lung cancer, nurse, knowledge, perception
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