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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the current academic issues of early childhood
education and care for children with special needs in Japanese kindergartens by reviewing the
historical transition of public early childhood education and care system since it was first
established during the Meiji era till the present. The review of the historical transition suggested
the following points: (1) Early childhood education and care for children with special needs in
kindergartens was originated from the mainstream kindergartens, and not from the early
childhood education and care institutions specialized for children with special needs. (2) With the
increase of integrated early childhood education and care since the mid-1970s, early childhood
education and care for children with special needs in kindergartens has developed greatly with
increasing technical knowledge and technics which were centered around deficit theory. In the
discussion section, I proposed the following present academic issues related to early childhood
education and care for children with special needs in Japanese kindergartens: (1) To consider the
significance of “play” in early childhood education and care for children with special needs. (2)
To construct a developmental theory which overcomes the binary oppositional structure, such as,

“participation/non-participation”, “possible/impossible”, and applying it in practice.



