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　This article explores policy issues concerning the Schengen Information System (SIS) with a focus 

on the long overdue introduction of the second generation SIS II. It is argued that the resistance of 

participant states to the proposed “Europeanization” of the SIS has added to technological dif�culties 

inherent in “updating” information technology (IT) systems. 

　The SIS is a computerized information exchange system that allows border management and 

law enforcement authorities to share data (“alerts”) on speci�c categories of persons and objects. 

Established by the 1990 Convention implementing the Schengen Agreements, the SIS went into 

operation in 1995 to compensate for the abolishment of internal border controls within the Schengen 

Area and to promote cooperative management of common external borders. 

　As such, the SIS was launched as an intergovernmental project among the signatory states of the 

Schengen accords. This intergovernmental mode of operation remained intact even after the entry 

into force of the 1995 Amsterdam Treaty, which incorporated the Schengen Aquis into the legal 

framework of the European Union (EU). 

　The original SIS was updated to the current SIS I+ when Nordic countries joined the Schengen 

regime in 1996. However, the SIS I+ was incapable of accommodating the countries that were 

expected to accede to the EU in 2004. Thus, the Council in 2001 decided that the SIS would be 

replaced with a second generation system. 

　Yet the migration to the SIS meant not only the enhanced system capacity but also the 

“Europeanization” of the SIS in terms of the development, management, and supervision of the 

project. Not surprisingly, several SIS participant countries insisted that they should maintain control 

over information that might be vital to policing and border management activities.

　Con�ict between intergovernmental and “European” models of the SIS project manifested itself 

in seemingly technical changes in the network architecture of SIS II. At the outset, the SIS II was 

planned as a centralized system with member states directly accessing data stored in the central 

system (Central SIS II). In response to pressure from participant states, however, the SIS was re-
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designed and now has a more distributed, star-shaped structure with national components (N. SIS 

II), where participant governments have the right to possess copies of SIS data. The alternation 

entailed the revision of network requirements, resulting in further delay in delivering SIS II. 

　In sum, the recent developments of the SIS project suggest that borders have not disappeared 

in “Europe without frontiers” and that European states still claim authority over the movement of 

people into their territories.

　The purpose of this paper is to analyze forms to confine arriving immigrants at the Island of 

Lampedusa and then is to raise (post)colonial violence translated in contemporary Europe to the 

surface. 

　Recently a number of studies have been made upon the formation of the European border 

regime. These studies, focusing upon the issue of governing mobility, have chosen as a focal 

point the externalization of European borders toward neighboring countries. We need to relocate, 

however, such externalizing processes in postcolonial conditions particularly in the case of the 

Euro–Mediterranean space. Postcolonial conditions mean that a colonial governmental method of 

con�nement in the past impacts the border regime of present Europe. Rather it is no exaggeration to 

say that such governmental violence has constituted postcolonial Europe. 

　From this perspective, Lampedusa, which is located at an European geographical border facing 

excessive mobility from the southern shore of the Mediterranean, can be de�ned as a postcolonial 

border. We can suppose that the camp on the island, which confines immigrants, has embodied 

postcolonial bordering. Hence we clarify functions of the camp at Lampedusa in each two period as 

follows. 

　In the first period from 2002 to 2005, on the one hand, the camp was a space dominated by 

security and policing rationales in which rights were suspended and then the classi�cation processes 

of immigrants for identification were sometimes rendered meaningless. The camp in the second 
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