.
ol

“‘:%T HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY

<L

Title goob0obOoboboOoogDib 16019470 00 0000D0Ob0OoDbOOoOobOOoOoobOoDbOo
Author(s) 00,000;000,0;00,00
Citation gooooooo,17(3-4), 60-64
Issue Date 1943-12-31
Doc URL http://hdl.handle.net/2115/64355
Type article

File Information

Vol.18No.3-4_004.pdf

°

Instructions for use

Hokkaido University Collection of Scholarly and Academic Papers : HUSCAP



https://eprints.lib.hokudai.ac.jp/dspace/about.en.jsp

LT O R RO RE o
1946 ~19474E 2 It &1 2 FiHER
DHEEE 2 OBMIEOVTH

Biological survey of house rats in the city of Sapporo

(1) The species of rats and their distribution
% observed during the winter time from 1946 to 1947.
(With English résumé, p.64)..
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During the winter time, from November 1946 to March 1947 the rat control was practised
in a large scale in the city of Sapporo by the Municipal Health Section. The dead rats were
collected and given to the Zoological Institute of the Agricultural Department, of the Hokkaido
University for the biological investigation. Of the total of 8376 rats collected 2492 (72.9%)
were: the roof rat, Ratius rattus rattus L. (s8yn. R. rattus alezandirinus Geoffroy), and 906

(26.89;) the Norway rat, Ratius norvegicus norvegsicus Berkenhout, while only 8 (0.8%) were
the Japanese mouse, Mus molossinus Temm. et Schl. The number of the Japanese mice was
too little for the study of the rat population.

It is noted that the number of the roof rat is far greater than that of the Norway rat, not-

withstanding, the Norway rat is generally believed dominant species in the rat population in
the northern part of the glole.
' The small number of the Norway rat does not indicace in reality the exact proportion in
the rat population of the city, as the most of the Norway rat which took the poisonous bait
died out of the door, near its nest, and the carcass was. collected by the citizen with difficulty
especially under the snow.

Notwithstanding that the number of the carcasses collected do not ghow the true composi-
tion of the rat population, we can divide the city into three sections according to the number
of the two species and also to the geographical feature of the land.

- The east side of the city beyond the small canal has much greater ratio of the roof rat
than the west side. The part of the city south of the river Toyohira is almost the same in
proportion of the rat population as the east side. ;

The composition of the rat population as mentioned above suggest the important role
of the water in the distribution of rats, becoming sometimes a limtting factor.




