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Study on response rate of CVM by personal interview
Evaluation of upland field landscapes in Tokachi, Hokkaido

Yasuhiro Shirai*, Yusuke Yoshida, Shunsuke Miyake and Shigehiko Ebe

Hokkaido Research Organization Tokachi Agricultural Experiment Station

Summary

The purpose of this paper is to determine benefits of multifunctionality in agriculture by using the
contingent valuation method (CVM). Especially, the study focused on the practice of CVM in order to
obtain the helpful knowledge when planning surveys by personal interviews.

We conclude that personal interview surveys are more effective and valid than mail surveys. This
conclusion is reached the present study was performed with a higher response rate and higher valid
response rate than a previous study. It has been demonstrated in other studies that personal interview
surveys involve considerable costs for practice as well as much time is spent in the preparations. The
ability to acquire a useful sample with only two researchers in a week suggests that personal interview
surveys save practice time. The future direction of CVM will be to accumulate detailed data of responses
in personal interviews like the present study to ensure efficiency in the survey design.
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