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Repatriation from Fukami Village, Karafuto:

— An Analysis of the Japanese Government Survey into Repatriates’ Postwar Lives —

Yumi KIMURA
(Doctoral Course Student of Graduate School of Letters, Hokkaido University)

This paper is based on the document “An Analysis of the Japanese Government Sur-
vey into Repatriates’ Postwar Lives” held by the National Archives of Japan. I analyze
repatriation from Fukami Village, Karafuto to Hokkaido during the early post-war pe-
riod. The survey includes the following information: ‘Place of landing in Hokkaido’,
‘First address after repatriation’ and ‘Current address in 1956’. I examine this data for
long-term trends in occupation and place of settlement. In Fukami Village, compared
with Karafuto as a whole, it can be said that the percentage of people who were with-
drawn by ‘emergency evacuation’ and ‘escape’ before ‘official repatriation’ was high.
Also, rather than Maoka, which was used for official repatriation, Odomari was the
most frequently used repatriation port. Fukami villagers settled in Wakkanai, Hako-
date, and Esashi, which were the main landing sites on Hokkaido. Many others also
settled in coal mining areas. More than 60% of households had moved again from the
time they repatriated to Hokkaido until 1956. After repatriation there were also people
who changed jobs from fishing to agriculture, coal mining, day laboring and the civil
service. Others became unemployed.

Regarding the repatriation of civil servants from Fukami Village, I clarified individual
cases. Civil servants were reemployed preferentially, but, not everyone was able to
get back to work. Postal clerks and teachers were re-employed in the same position,
but only one employee of the local public office was re-employed. In schools, there
were also people who got a job as a ‘clerk’ or ‘school clerk’. Schools were, therefore,
important as employers of repatriates.





