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Building a New Pottery Chronology from the Late
to Final Jomon of Central Hokkaido for Understanding
the Emergence of Shuteibo

By SAKAGUCHI Takashi

This paper presents a new pottery chronology from the middle of the Late Jomon to
the Final Jomon of central Hokkaido to better understand the emergence of shuteibo (a type
of communal cemetery characterized by a circular embankment constructed in the latter
half of the Late Jomon) in terms of settlement and household archaeologies. To conduct
settlement and household analyses, an accurate chronology of the rise and decline of the
cemeteries along with the corresponding village sites is essential to allow us to detect
power shifts and relations among regional groups in central Hokkaido. This refined pottery
chronology is crucial to understanding the sociopolitical evolution of community organization

and household variability involved in the emergence of the communal cemetery.
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