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Journal of Japanese Language and International Education Studies No.22 (2019)

Formation of “TA-forms” in Kansaiben Japanese

YAMASHITA, Yoshitaka

In Standard Japanese, the verb Ta-forms are delivered from dictionary
forms automatically. Those verbs which have stress accent in dictionary
forms carry stress in the third mora from the end of Ta-forms. Those verbs
which lack stress in dictionary forms also lack stress in Ta-forms.

In Kansaiben Japanese, nevertheless, the rules of formation of Ta-forms
are very complicated. In this study I analyzed the formation of these forms.
First Kansaiben verbs are divided into High Tone Verbs and Low Tone
Verbs. Secondly these verbs are analyzed furthermore according to the
number of morae which compose the dictionary forms. Thirdly the verbs
are classified into 5 dan group and 1 dan group.

In summary Kansaiben Ta-forms are classified in the following 12 groups.

) High Tone Verbs with 2 morae in 5 dan group: KIKU (to listen)
) High Tone Verbs with 2 morae in 1 dan group: KIRU (to wear)

3) High Tone Verbs with 3 morae in 5 dan group; HASHIRU (to run)
) High Tone Verbs with 3 morae in 1 dan group: AKERU (to open)
) High Tone Verbs with more than 3 morae in 5 dan group:

GANBARU (to do one’s best)

6) High Tone Verbs with more than 3 morae in 1 dan group:

SHIRABERU (to investigate)

) Low Tone Verbs with 2 morae in 5 dan group: KIRU (to cut)

) Low Tone Verbs with 2 morae in 1 dan group: MIRU (to see)

9) Low Tone Verbs with 3 morae in 5 dan group: HAIRU (to enter)

) Low Tone verbs with 3 mora in 1 dan group: MISERU (to show)

) Low Tone Verbs with more than 3 morae in 5 dan group:

TSUKAMARU (to get caught)

12) Low Tone Verbs with more than 3 morae in 1 dan group:

TSUKAMAERU (to catch)
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