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In 2011, three of the world’s leading research funding agencies - the Wellcome Trust, the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and
the Max Planck Society - announced plans to launch a top-tier, open-access research journal covering the life and biomedical
sciences. The key priorities of eLife are to establish a swift and decisive editorial process, which is run by a community of around
200 active researchers, and to explore ways in which digital media can be used to maximum effect in the communication of new
research. The journal website will be launched later this year and will feature links from the articles to primary data underpinning
the work, a flexible computer interface for developers, and dynamic measures of article impact and influence. eLife opened for
submissions in June, and has accepted a small number of outstanding reports, which are already beginning to attract the
attention of the scientific media and the research community. Once launched eLife will provide the foundation for a longer term
effort to transform and improve research communication, with the needs of science and scientists as the core motivation.
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