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Wi A— - <477 (Paul Maoate)

I wanted to talk about how kapahaka or traditional Maori song and dance has been very
empowering and inspiring for the Maori people, especially the youth. In the 1980’s full immersion Maori
language kindergartens were established as a means of reviving the Maori language. In later years, full
immersion primary, middle, and senior high schools were also created. Nowadays a government funded
Maori Television channel exists with young reporters communicating in the Maori language, and

kapahaka competitions at all age levels are also broadcasted. The most famous element of kapahaka is
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the haka, and this most certainly has become an icon of not only the Maori culture, but also New Zealand

itself around the world.

%309 (2019.3.8)
THARO MRS 2O TRERE : BF LIEREORANS
Ang Roslynn (L= = —3— 7 K7%F)

Presentation Report: Unsettling Everyday Spaces in Settler-Japan

On March 8, 2019, I presented a section of my book project on the politics of seeing and not seeing
the Ainu in Hokkaido at Hokkaido University. This research is not on the culture, traditions, and history
of the Ainu per se. Rather, I focus on the Ainu as a political category that the Japanese settler state tries
to control, delineate and objectify. This is an on-going and processual state project because the Ainu, as
the Indigenous inhabitants of Ainu Moshir (Hokkaido, in this case), are a living community with social,
cultural and political activities that simultaneously utilizes and exceeds settler-state and institutional
containments.

This politics of (not)seeing the Indigenous work to simultaneously re-produce the settler state and
eliminate the original occupants of the land. Wolfe argues that settler colonialism, in its positive
dimensions, strives to produce and legitimize a new settler society on appropriated native lands.
Negatively, it attempts to eliminate the Indigenous occupants of the appropriated land (2006, 388). I apply
this definition to the politics of not seeing the Ainu, in which the presence of the Ainu is erased in everyday,
urban and central spaces to normalize the presence of majority settler Wajin (ethnic Japanese). Without
visible symbols of their culture, members of the Ainu community are invisible but exist and live in
everyday spaces within urban Sapporo. The politics of seeing the Ainu is limited to the confines of
peripheral spaces, in which they are perceived as an objectified and fetishized spectacle within museums
and tourist sites away from the city center. Here, they are highly visible in their adornment of visible
cultural symbols and are expected to be seen because these museums and stages are designated spaces to
view them. However, the politics of recognition (Povinelli 2002) works to delineate them in a fixed,
primordial representation that does not reflect their lived realities and the fluid dynamism of their living
culture. In short, the politics of not seeing the Ainu eliminate their presence from everyday spaces while
the politics of seeing the Ainu in peripheral spaces eliminate the resilience and contemporaneity of their
society and culture.

In her fieldwork with her community, Simpson explains ethnographic refusal as the Kahnawake
Mohawk people’s deliberate act of refusal to define a fixed definition of belonging and recognition (2007).
To be represented and recognized as either within or outside the Mohawk nationhood requires them to re-
use the language of Empire and colonialism. For Simpson, an ethnographic limit is reached when the

language of differentiation and knowledge production can potentially reinforce the fixity of a racial, social
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and cultural category.

While Simpson’s ethnographic limit is a refusal to define, I argue that intimate camouflage is an
active process to refuse definition while producing the contemporary Ainu community. Based upon my
ethnography with the Ainu community living in urban Sapporo, I argue that intimate camouflage is a
strategy utilized by some Ainu to refuse the politics of seeing the Ainu as unchanging and fetishized.
During my fieldwork in 2015, I participated in an Odori park picnic with some members from the Sapporo
Ainu community. The focus of this picnic was an enjoyable interaction and cultural exchange session
between the Ainu community and a mix of local and international people living in Sapporo. Under the
gaze of people walking through the park, we shared songs and dances particular to our diverse cultures,
with the bulk of the intimate performance from the Ainu contingent. To know what they are seeing, Wajins
(ethnic Japanese) need to be somewhat familiar with Ainu culture to understand the bare context of our
interactions. As such, this is an intimate production of a community visibly “camouflaged” within a public,
everyday space to be seen as existing. This activity refuses the politics of seeing and not seeing the Ainu

by challenging the settler gaze through the everyday cultural production and resilience of the Ainu.
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WFt#3 1 Indigenous Peoples’use of media as a form of self-representation : analysis of Japanese

government and Ainu discourses relating to the issue of Ainu ancestral remains repatriation

Ashleigh Dollin (& FPetsE LaiHIiRE)

F9E %83 2 Discourse of Silencing in the Context of the 150th Anniversary of the Naming of
Hokkaido : Representation of Ainu-Wajin Relations in the Television Drama

“Eternal Nispa, the Man Who Named Hokkaido, Matsuura Takeshiro”

Tatsiana Tsagelnik (ZF et 52 HIFRE)
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