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Hiratsuka Raicho and Her Travels

Kaiko Hom

Courss of Europaan and Anverican Languages and Culfures
Department of Arts and Sclences
Osaka Kyolku Unhersity, Keshiwars, Osoks 382, Japan

To get a better understanding of Hiratsuka Eaicho, one of the first major feminists in
Japan, this paper focusses on the relatipnship between Raicho and her travels. This virtually un-
discussed theme leads to the fellowing couclusions. Fer Raicho, to travel meant to go back to
nature, from which she geta Ffe energy which rules the whole mniverse. These travels also provided
her an escape from etressful city life. They offered her an opportunity to gather her thoughts and
to make important decisions. They enabled her to enjoy the pleasure of being a good mother and
wife in the grandenr of nattwe. Furthermore, each journey prepared her for the next atep in her
life, Het invigorating address to the readers of Seito, “In the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun®
was created from the combination of ker natural admiration of nature, spiritual maturity cultvated



FREWTS & 9

through ascetic practices of Zen, and her trip to the mountainous region in Shinghy.  This trip also
produced her pen name, Raicho.

ToRaicho, acity was a place where she needed to come back for its facilities —— better schools
and medical care. Even with all the problems of Hving in a ¢ity, Raicho could still contribute a great
deal to raising wornen's position in Japan, becanse she knew che conld go back to nature whenever
she felt the need, mature which she was certain would receive her with open arme.

Key Words: literature, Hiratsuka Raicho, travel, nature



