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at Low Frequency

Tsutomu NARKAMURA* and Osamu ABE*
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Abstract

A peak of the internal friction curve of Antarctic Mizuho ice crystals for the
low frequency range, 4-9 Hz close to the melting point of ice was concluded as the
grain-boundary relaxation peak of the ice crystals. The peak level, i.e., the
maximum value of the internal friction, depended on the single crystal grain
diameter of the ice specimen; the smaller the diameter, the larger the peak level.

1. Introduction

In two previous papers by the same authors,?) the grain-boundary peak-of
the internal friction at low frequency on seven different kinds of ice and
high density snow specimens close to the melting point of ice, and density
dependency of the peak-levels on Antarctic Mizuho ice cores were reported.
In this paper single crystal grain-size dependency of the peak-levels of the
internal friction on the Antarctic Mizuho ice cores close to the melting point

of ice will be reported.

2. Experiments and calculation

2.1 Measurements

Internal friction as well as shear modulus of the Mizuho ice cores was
measured in a frequency range of 4 to 9 Hz and a temperature range of 96 to
272K by an inverted-type torsion pendulum?® kept in a cold room of a
temperature of 2664-2.5K.2> The free damping oscillation curves were
recorded on a pen recorder kept at the outside of the cold room.

* Shinj6 Branch, National Research Center for Disaster Prevention, Toka-machi,
Shinjo 996



166 T. NakamMura and O. ABE

2.2 Calculation

At first, logarithmic decrement a as a measure of the internal friction,
and then tan § was calculated.?? The tan § is related with a by:

tan § = o/7,

where 8 is the loss angle. The tan § will be used as a measure of the internal
friction in this paper.

3. Samples

3.1  Muzuho ice samples

Densities of the seven Mizuho ice cores taken from 39 to 144 m below the
ground surface increased from 770 to 900 kg m-3 (Fig. 1). Horizontally
sliced thin rectangular ice specimens of 8 cm long, 1.2 cm wide and 2 mm thick
were twisted in the inverted-type torsion pendulum. The final size of the
specimen was easily obtained with a specially designed tool% in an accuracy
of £0.1 mm. Before the internal friction was measured, no visible crack was
observed at all in each specimen.

3.2 Size distribution of single crystal grains of specimens

The size and shape of each single crystal grain of the specimen can be
watched from photographs in Fig. 1 as far as air bubbles do not disturb the
field of vision.

After measurements of the internal friction, single crystal grain size
of the same specimens was measured in their enlarged color photographs (X 1.5),
taken under polarized light, using a circle scale graduated to 0.5 mm. The
grain size was defined as the diameter of a circle whose area was regarded
to be equivalent to that of the grain. As shown in Fig. 2, the grain diameter
increases gradually with the depth except one specimen, No. 017. For two
ice specimens, Nos. 68-A and 93-A which have large air bubbles, only the
grain diameter range was determined. In the same figure, the weighted
mean diameter of single crystal grains of the ice specimen was indicated by
an arrow and the diameter increased from 0.7 to 5.5 mm with-the depth.

4. Results and discussion

Two examples of the results of internal friction and shear modulus
measurements of Mizuho ice cores as a function of temperature in a frequency
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Fig. 1 Thin ice sections used for the internal friction measurement. Black ends of
the specimen show top and bottom holders. Figures at the right-hand side
indicate sample number, mean grain diameter, density and depth.

range of 4 to 6 Hz are shown in Fig. 8. Although the storage time in a cold
room was different in each sample, there was no distinguishable difference
in the results of the internal friction and shear modulus measurements.
A curve of pure single crystal ice which was artificially grown at 266 K in a
cold room by Bridgeman method, which was obtained by the same pendulum
apparatus used in the present work is also shown in Fig. 3.
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Fig. 2 Grain diameter distribution of ice specimens. Grading: 0.34<D<0.68 mm,
.«++(D: diameter). The weighted mean diameter is indicated with an arrow.
Sample number, depth and density are also shown above each distribu-
tion histogram.

Two remarkable peaks of internal friction were observed on all the
Mizuho ice cores, while only one peak was observed on a pure single ice crystal.
The higher peak of the two peaks of the Mizuho ice crystals is at around 265
K, which is close to the melting point of ice, and the lower one at around
150K. The higher peak is not observed in the pure single crystal ice. Both
the lower peak of the Mizuho ice and the maximum of the pure single crystal
ice correspond to their own mechanical relaxation peaks. The higher peaks
of five of all the internal friction curves which were obtained for the Mizuho ice
cores were drawn in an enlarged scale as shown in Fig. 4 with a curve of the pure
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Fig. 3 Internal friction and shear modulus as a function of temperature. Samples No.
68-A and No. 128. Figures in parentheses indicate frequency in Hz from low
temperature (for example, 6.0 Hz in No. 68-A) to high temperature (4.4 Hz).
An internal friction curve for a pure single crystal ice is also shown. Angle
between the C-axis and the torsional axis of the single crystal is shown at
the left-bottom of the figure.

single ice crystal. As shown in the same figure, the smaller the diameter of
single crystal grains of the Mizuho ice, the higher the internal friction. In
the single ice crystal, the peak is close to zero. Therefore, it will be concluded
that this peak is the grain-boundary relaxation peak. Table 1 shows a list
of the grain-boundary internal friction peaks observed for the Antarctic Mizuho
ice. A similar peak is observed close to the melting point of other seven kinds
of ice crystals and high density snow,!) while Kuroiwa® observed only a rapid
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Fig. 4 Effect of grain size on the grain-boundary peak of the Antarctic Mizuho ice.
The weighted mean diameter is 0.7 mm (sample No. 68-A, density 770 kg
m~%),1. 0 (No. 93-A, 830), 2.9 (No. 111-A, 860), 3.6 (No. 128, 870) and 5.5
(No. 238, 900) from top to bottom, respectively as shown in the figure.
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increase of tan § near the melting point of some kinds of ice in high frequency
measurements. For metals, K&87 has observed the grain-boundary peak and
the effect of grain size on the grain-boundary peak of aluminum wire.

The fact that the mechanical relaxation peak of the Mizuho ice cores is
observed at the lower temperature side as compared to that of the pure ice
crystal can be explained by the presence of impurities in the Mizuho ice
cores as was discussed in two previous papers.)®)
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Table 1.

Listing of grain-boundary internal friction peaks observed
for Antarctic Mizuho ice

Weighted mean grain
Sample No diameter Peak tan 8 | Peak temperature Peak frequency
(mm) (K) (Hz)
68-A 0.7 0. 156 262.7 4.8
93-A 1.0 0.104 265.5 5.8
111-A 2.9 0.083 265, 7 4.6
128 3.6 0.070 266, 4 5.7
152 3.6 0. 065 266. 1 4.7
238 5.5 0.061 267.5 5.0
017 2.9 0.064 262.6 7.6

Acknowledgments: Ice cores were provided by the Japanese Antarctic

Research Expedition through the Institute of Low Temperature Science,
Hokkaido University. The authors express their thanks to Mr. N. Ohbhira,
Director of the National Research Center for Disaster Prevention for his critical

reading of the manuscript. This work was supported by the Science and

Technology Agency of Japan.

References

Nakamura, T. and O. ABE: Internal friction of snow and ice at low frequency.
Internal Friction and Ultrasonic Attenuation in Solids, ed. by Hasnmicucui, R.R.
and N. MikosHiBA. Tokyo, University of Tokyo Press, (1977) 285-289.
NaAkaMURA, T. and O. ABE: Internal friction of Antarctic Mizuho ice cores at low
frequency. Memoirs of National Institute of Polar Research, Special issue No. 10,
(1978) 102-113.

TaxesHiTa, K.: Nejire furiko-h6é ni yoru kébunshi no nendansei sokutei shikenki no
genri to sokutei-hd ni tsuite (On the principle and mechanism of an inverted torsion
pendulum for the measurement of visco-elastic properties of high polymers). Gosei
Jushi (The Plastics), 16, (1970) 6-11.

A, O.: Kogata seppy0 shiryd no seikeigu futatsu (Two kinds of tools for cutting
ice and compressed snow into a precisely rectangular shape). Kokuritsu Bosai
Kagaku Gijutsu Sentd Kenkyt Hokoku (Rep. Natl. Res. Center Disaster Prev.), 19,
(1978) 251-260.

Kuroiwa, D.: Internal friction of ice. Contrib. Inst. Low Temp. Sci.,, Hokkaido
Univ., Ser. A, 18, (1964) 62 P.

K&, T.S.: Experimental evidence of the viscous behavior of grain boundaries in
metals. Physical Review, 71, (1947) 533-546.

K&, T.S.: Stress relaxation across grain boundaries in metals. ibid., 72, (1947) 41-46.
VassoiLLE, R., J. PErez, C. Ma1r and P.F. GoeiN: Internal friction of ice I due
to crystalline defects. Internal Friction and Ultrasonic Attenuation in Solids, ed. by
HasuicucHl, R.R. and N. MikosniBa. Tokyo, University of Tokyo Press, (1977)
279-283.



