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Prevention of Cruelty to Animals as a Social Control Policy in
19th-century Britain:
Analyses on personal interest of regulatory drafters

Toshinobu ICHIMURA *, Kuniyuki KOBAYASHI

Summary

The beginnings of modern animal protection laws can be found in the birth of regulations concerning
prevention of cruelty to animals in 19th century England. In 18th and 19th centuries, in addition to the
traditional prevalence of animal games (known as blood sport) as a pastime for the lower social classes, the
problem of livestock abuse in urban areas became more serious due to urbanization as a result of the
Industrial Revolution. In response to this situation of cruelty to animals, several regulatory proposals on
prevention of cruelty to animals were submitted to the parliament at the end of the 18th century and
beginning of the 19th century, out of concern for the state of social control. The drafters of these proposals
attempted to control social order by regulating cruelty to animals, based on the idea that the improvement
of morals would contribute to the stability of society. This paper analyzes the social conditions behind the
establishment of regulations concerning prevention of cruelty to animals in 19th-century England and the

interests of the regulation drafters.
Key words : Animal welfare, Animal protection, Livestock regulation, Britain
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3) Bill to prevent Bull-baiting.

4) Parliament of the United Kingdom (1819) The
Parliamentary History of England, from the Earliest
Period to the year 1803, Vol. 35, London: T. C.
Hansard, p.202.

5) Ji3L © The reasons in favour of such a motion as
this were obvious. The practice was cruel and
inhuman; it drew together idle and disorderly
persons; it drew also from their occupations many
who ought to be earning subsistence for themselves
and families.

6) A bill, intituled, an act to prevent malicious and
wanton cruelty to animals.

7)) Parliament of the United Kingdom (1812) The
Parliamentary Debates from the vear 1803 to the

present time. forming a. continuation of the work
entitled “The Parliamentary History of England,
from the Earliest Period to the year 1803.”, Vol. 14,
London: T. C. Hansard, pp.553-554.

8) JE3 : It would be a painful and disgusting detail,
if I were to endeavour to bring before you the almost
innumerable instances of cruelty to animals, which
are daily occurring in this country, and which,
unfortunately, only gather strength by any efforts of
humanity in individuals to repress them, without the
aid of the law.

9) J& X : Nothing is more notorious than that it is
not only useless, but dangerous, to poor suffering
animals, to reprove their oppressors, or to threaten
them with punishment. The general answer, with
the addition of bitter oaths and increased cruelty, is,
What is that to you?-If the offender be a servant, he
curses you, and asks if you are his master? and if he
be the master himself, he tells you that the animal is
his own.

10) JEC : Animals are considered as property only:
to destroy or to abuse them, from malice to the
proprietor, or with an intention injurious to his
interest in them, is criminal; but the animals
themselves are without protection; the law regards
them not substantively; they have no rights! I will
not stop to examine whether public cruelty to
animals may not be, under many circumstances, an
indictable offense.

11) X : 1, one day, in going along Coventry-street,
was struck with horror and disgust at the shocking
scene of cruelty which presented itself to my
observation. There was a cart, loaded with greens to
a most unmerciful extent, drawn by one horse. The
poor animal was in such a state that its skin alone
covered it bones; and, what was more shocking upon
nearer observation I perceived there was no cart-
saddle. to prevent the chain from cutting through
the skin of the animal’s back; and, upon still nearer
inspection. I saw the blood and matter descending
its side. Besides this, the fetlock-joint was dislocated,
the skin broken, and, upon every exertion of this
wretched creature, the bone was visible to the eye.

12) J3C : The times in which we live, my lords, have
read us an awful lesson upon the importance of
preserving the moral sympathies.

13) JE L : they have not merely extinguished natural
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unconnected life, but have destroyed (I trust only for
a season) the social happiness and independence of
mankind, raising up tyrants to oppress them all in
the end, by beginning with the oppression of each
other.

14) J53C : All this, my lords, has arisen from neglect-
ing the cultivation of the moral sense, the best
security of states, and the greatest consolation of the
world.

15) Bill to prevent Cruel and Improper Treatment of
Cattle.

16) Parliament of the United Kingdom (1822) The
Parliamentary Debates from the year 1803 to the
present time: forming a. continuation of the work
entitled “The Parliamentary History of England,
from the Earliest Period to the year 1803.”, second
series, Vol. 5, London: T. C. Hansard, p.1099.

17) Bill to prevent Cruel and Improper Treatment of
Cattle.

18) 1822: 3 Geo 4 ¢.71: An Act to prevent the cruel and
improper Treatment of Cattle.

19) any person or persons shall wantonly and cruelly
beat, abuse, or ill-treat any Horse, Mare, Gelding,
Mule, Ass, Ox, Cow, Heifer, Steer, Sheep, or other
Cattle.

20) %&b, UFEHEAORFEPIL U246 R %
BogR s,

21) Parliament of the United Kingdom (1971)
Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates from the year
1803 to the present time: forming a continuation of
the work entitled “The Parliamentary History of
England, from the FEarliest Period to the year
1803.”, third series, Vol. 17, New York: Kraus
Reprint Co, pp.1067-1069.

22) JE 3 : They were too often the haunts of vaga-
bonds and thieves. The clause, too, was to be
confined to within five miles of the metropolis, and
that with the view to prevent the congregating
together of loose and idle persons, who often met in
these places for no other purpose than to plan the
robbery of individuals, burglary, and rifling of banks
in this city.
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