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Study of the Name of the Goguryeo King Jumong

Hongmei LIANG
(University of Tokyo)

This paper summarises the different Chinese characters used in all the relevant
historical sources for King Jumong’s name, and analyses the characteristics of their
phonology and meaning.

There are many variations in the Chinese characters used in King Jumong’s name,
with the first syllable of his name being #B. #B. B4, {4, 7. ZH, and the second and
third syllables being #&, ¢, %t. ZRjif. Most of the initial consonants are voiceless(ffi
is voiced) and unaspirated, and the use of the main vowel /-u/ in the second syllable are
same. The characters 5% in the Book of the Han and #7% in the “Inscription of King
Gwanggaeto” were pronounced close to /ffiu midu/ or /fiu mu/ in the contemporary
Koguryo language.

Although Zi# is not related to the 4<Z¢ series in terms of phonological features,
it can be interpreted as a lexeme with ideographic meaning because of the use of f# in
the names of the early kings of the Buyeo and Koguryo kingdoms and its close
pronunciation to the Korean word /hai/ ‘sun’.

This paper focuses on the similarity of the homonym Jumong with the Mongolian
word sumu HA ‘arrow’, and reconstructs the origin of the word accordingly.
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