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A Preliminary Study on the Emotional Values of Japanese

Passive Sentences of Youth Using Welfare Services

Kimiko YOROZUYA
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Abstract

We measured the emotional valences of welfare service users when they read Japanese
passive sentences, and explored the background of social adaptation difficulties from the
stand point of the relationship between language and emotions. The participants were 12
youths aged 18 to 25 using welfare services and 106 university students.

For Japanese passive sentences, we used four categories of passive sentences: three
types of direct passive sentences (negative, positive, inanimate subject) and indirect
passive sentences (negative). Emotional valences were measured by VAS method.

The Mann-Whitney U test was used to compare the welfare service user group and
the university student group for each of the four categories of the passive sentences. A
significant difference was observed between the two groups in direct passive sentences
(inanimate subjects). Differences in emotional valence distribution between the two groups
in direct passive sentences (negative), direct passive sentences (inanimate subjects) and
the indirect passive sentences (negative) were confirmed by the chi-square test. For the
service user group, no significant difference was observed between the negative indirect
passive sentences and the negative direct passive sentences.

In this study, it was shown that welfare service users may receive different emotions
from those people around them, depending on the types and sentences of Japanese passive
sentences. It was suggested that these different feelings from those around them could
be one of the background factors that may cause psychological anxiety and difficulties in
social adaptation.






