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Numerical Characteristics of Clerical Work by Gender

Analysis from the Basic Survey on Wage Structure
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Abstract

This paper conducts a numerical overview of clerical work to determine the occupation’s
characteristics by gender. The analysis uses occupational data from the Basic Survey on
Wage Structure of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

Of the 12 occupations in the Standard Occupational Classification of Japan, clerical
occupations employ the third highest number of male workers and most female workers.
When considered an occupation for women, clerical workers are more highly educated and
receive relatively higher wages than other occupations; however, it is also an occupation
with a significant gender gap.

Among all occupations, clerical work has the largest gender gap in wages between men
and women in terms of scheduled cash earnings. The wage gap between men and women
exceeds that between company sizes. Wage increases with age and plateaus earlier for
women, while the rate of increase is lower for men. The gender gap is most prominent in
the 50-59 age group, with a difference of 58.4% in the scheduled cash earnings and 38.5% in

annual bonuses and other special earnings.






