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Environmental migration in the Mekong Delta, Vietnam:
Heterogeneous vulnerability of different agricultural production systems
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b Can Tho University, College of Economics
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Summary

Migration induced by climate change has drawn international attention. Agricultural households
are already known to be vulnerable to environmental change, but the impact may be expected not to
be similar across agricultural production systems. We identified the salinity level each household
face and estimated the probability of having a migrant labor in the household in the Mekong Delta
of Vietnam. The results indicate that the households whose main income source is wage labor showed
a low marginal effect of salinity on migration, while the effect is high for agriculture-based
households, especially rice farmers. It is important for policy makers to reduce the probability of
migration for households that are dependent on natural capital; hence, the development of salt-tolerant
rice varieties and provision of weather information in advance are urgently required.
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