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abstract

On Japanese Noun-Modifying Clauses
Based on “External” Relations

YAMASHITA Yoshitaka

The present study examines Japanese noun-modifying
clauses based on “external” relations. This term means that the head
noun has no syntactic relation to the predicate of the modifying
clause. Like “internal” noun-modifying clauses, this type of clause is
used to provide additional information or describe characteristics of
the noun.

Noun-modifying clauses based on external relations can be
divided into three types:

1. Relations based on “schemas”.

2. Relations suggested by head nouns with relative meaning.

3. Relations of content and verbal action expressed by head

nouns.

Finally, it is asserted that noun-modifying clauses in Japanese
generally show close semantic relations to their main clauses.
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