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A Study on the Origin of ‘Arauma in Tsugaru’

Focusing on Diary and Travelogue from the Edo Period

Manabu NUMAKURA
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Arauma/Arama, Mushiokuri, Bounokamiokuri, Nebuta Festival, marching in parades

Abstract

Arauma or Arama, which is a fork performing art, remains in the wide area of the Tsugaru
in Aomori Prefecture. The performer wears horse-shaped costumes and dances while
expressing the movement of a horse. The performing arts are danced in the annual events
of Mushiokuri, Bounokamiokuri and Nebuta Festival in different styles.

About the origin of Arauma/Arama, 1 decided to conduct a survey limited to documented
historical materials and to consider from written materials.

Mushiokuri and Bounokamiokuri were held in villages when there were insect damage
and epidemics, and monks prayed, until the 1600s. By the middle of the 1700s, people
began marching in parades, and there were added entertainment element of enjoying the
procession, besides magical element that drive away insect damage and epidemic from
villages. And in the area around Hirosaki in the mid-1800s, people began to compete with
neighboring towns and villages for the contents of the procession, and they took in Arauma/
Arama trying to make a showy performance. It is speculated that they gradually spread

throughout the region of Tsugaru.








