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He cultivated a sort of double vision. (-*) he surrounded his
characters with a mist of admiration and simultaneously he drove the
mist away. (--+) It was as if his novels described a big dance to which
he had taken, (---) and as if at the same time he stood outside the
ballroom, a little Midwestern boy with his nose to the glass,
wondering how much the tickets cost and who paid for the music. He
regarded himself as a pauper living among millionaires, (---) and he
said that his point of vantage “was the dividing line between two
generations,” prewar and postwar. It was this habit of keeping a

double point of view that distinguished his work.
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Malcolm Cowley, “Third Act and Epilogue”, F. Scott Fitzgerald: A
Collection of Critical Essays, ed. Arthur Mizener, Englewood Cliffs:
Prentice-Hall, 1963, p.66.
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