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Plant use at the Shimehikihara II and the Okamiu sites:
Study of Early and Middle Yayoi potsherds by the replication method

TAKASE Katsunori

Abstract: This study aims to elucidate plant use in the first half of the Yayoi Culture through the examinations of clay vessels from
Northern Kanto Plain, Japan. We examined 257 potsherds from the Shimehikihara IT site and 125 pottery fragments from the Okami
site using the replication method. As a result of scanning electron microscopy observations of positive silicon models of the
impressions on potsherds, we found five seeds of foxtail millet (Setaria italica), two seeds of broomcorn millet (Panicum miliaceum),
a Setaria seed, and an indeterminate millet grain (foxtail or broomcorm millet). This study confirms the current understanding that
grass cultigens came into use from the very final stage of the Final Jomon in this region, and the main crop was millet, notrice, during
the first half of the Yayoi Culture. However, this does not necessarily demonstrate that millets are the local crops of this region; thus,
archaeological research on not only plant seeds but the use of stone tools, site locations, and the settlement pattern during the period

1s still required.
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