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Funerary System, Ancestral Rituals, and "Reburial
and Memorialization" of Remains of the Ainu
People-An Ethnographic and Literary Examination

Mokottunas KITAHARA*

ABSTRACT
Although 'respect for spiritual culture' is often stated in Ainu policy, the specific nature of spiritual
culture is not often discussed. Of course, Ainu spiritual culture varies from region to region and from
period to period, and it cannot be simplified. Therefore, it is assumed here that the view of life and
death, the grave system and the funerary system of the buried and buried person should be respected
in the management and return of human remains, and this discussion will provide a concrete picture of
this.
For this purpose, the project will compile data on the traditional Ainu beliefs regarding the view of
the other world and the funerary and grave systems, and give an overview of the state of affairs in
the various regions. In particular, we will present examples from literature and written accounts as
examples of how the graves were exhumed in unusual circumstances.
This work will contribute to providing information to those who want to know more about so-called
‘traditional rituals' and create opportunities for them to consider their own ways of performing rituals.
The findings of this paper, if fully utilised, will also make it possible to bring the return of human
remains, which is dictated by Sisaz values, closer in line with the spiritual culture of the Ainu people.

Keywords: Spiritual Culture, Funeral and Grave System, Ancestral Rituals, Return of Remains
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