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Cf. WSRO, 865/286, Letter about 80 ac. of land in Gillingham forest to be put aside for the poor of 
Mere during the enclosure, fol. 1. 
26 

18 1983 67  
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(Aldershot, 1985), pp. 64. 
28 J. Thirsk, ‘Seventeenth-century agriculture and social change’, in J. Thirsk (ed.), Land, Church , 
and People: Essays Presented to Professor H.P.R Finberg (Hertfordshire, 1970), pp. 154, 169, 172. 
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(rippling)
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(retting flax) 5  

 

 

 

1541

— 16

(‘braking’)

(‘flax break’)

(‘scutching’)

(scutching blade’)  

‘swingling’ (‘swingle’)

(hackle or hetchel)

(‘dressing’)

(hetchel) 6 (spinning)  
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(‘great wheel’) 

(‘Jersey wheel’) 14
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(‘Saxony wheel’) 

(‘flax wheel’) 1530
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(treadle)
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(staff)
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(hanks)

(swift) (weft)

(warp) (bobbin)

(skarme)

(‘warping bar’)

 ‘chain’ 8
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(reeds) (heddles)

17 18

 ‘a pair of loom’ 

 ‘one loom’ 

 (pair o’looms)  

(one loom) 

1619 16  ‘one Loom w[i]th all 

things thereunto belonginge’ 17
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11 (black soap)
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13
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24 10
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(smalt)

18

2

(barn)
14  

(potash)

(stale urine)

15

1611 (A Way to Get 

Wealth)

(bucking tub) (bucking cloth)

18

16  
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21 C G A 1622
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(tow)
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‘Chattle Lease’ 
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16 17

(wood-pasture Norfolk and Suffolk)
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Gillingham Forest bounds and customs 1608����n 
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1 P. Slack, From Reformation to Improvement: Public Welfare in Early Modern England (Oxford, 
1999), p. 129;  ) 1853 7

)0 1

) 2012 , 21-22 -

20 -Endowed Charities (County of Wilts): Return and Digest of 
Endowed Charities (County of Wilts), Parish of Mere, including the parish, formerly the Tything of 
Zeals, Charity Commission, R. Dunrnford, ordered by the House of Commons (London, February 
1907). 
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2 S. Hindle, ‘The growth of social stability in restoration England’, The European Legacy, 5 (4): 
563-576 (2000), p. 573; 7 -P. Slack, 
Poverty and Policy in Early Modern England (London, 1988); S. Hindle, On the Parish? The Micro-
Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England c. 1550-1750 (Oxford), 2004; S. King, Poverty and Welfare 
in England 1700-1850: A Regional Perspective (Manchester, 2000); L. H. Lees, The Solidarities of 
Strangers: The English Poor Laws and the People, 1700-1948 (Cambridge, 1998). 

1480 1660
7 0 10 6 -W.K. Jordan, 

Philanthropy in England 1480-1660: A Study of the Changing Pattern of English Social Aspirations 
(London, 1959), pp. 22-6. 
3 W. K. Jordan, Philanthropy in England 1480-1660: A Study of the Changing Pattern of English 
Social Aspirations (London, 1959); W.G. Bittle and R.T. Lane, ‘Inflation and philanthropy in 
England: a re-assessment of W. K. Jordan’s data, Economic History Review, 29 (1976), pp. 203-210; 
J. F. Hadwin, ‘Deflating philanthropy’, Economic History Review, 31 (1978), pp. 105-117; D. C. 
Coleman, ‘Philanthropy deflated: a comment’, Economic History Review, 31 (1978), pp. 118-120; J. 
D. Gould, ‘Bittle and Lane on charity: an uncharitable comment’, Economic History Review, 31 
(1978), pp. 121-123; W. G. Bittle and R. T. Lane, ‘A re-assessment reiterated: reply’, Economic 
History Review, 31 (1978), pp. 124-128. 

1480 1660 7 0 10
6 -W.K. Jordan, Philanthropy, pp. 22-6. 

4 S. - 17
7 7 -

7 7 6 -S. Hindle, ‘ “Good, godly and charitable uses”: 
endowed charity and the relief of poverty in rural England, c. 1550-1750’, in A. Golgar and R.I. 
Frost (eds.), Institutional Culture in Early Modern Society (Leiden, 2004), pp. 164-88. 18

19 7

7

0 7 -S. Thompson and P. Kitson, ‘Charity, poor relief and 
poverty in eighteen-century rural England: a two county case-study’, The Economic History of 
Poverty, MIT, Cambridge, MA, November 23, 2012’, p.3. 7

- 1 2016 160-1 - 
5 16

7 7 (‘at the will of the lord’) 
-

(‘copyholder’) -W. J
1 1958 72 ; 

01 57 2007 37-47 - 
6 TNA, E317/Wilts/40, Survey of the demesnes of the manor: Trustees for Crown Lands and Fee 
Farm: Parliament Survey, October 1650. E317/Wilts/40  

 (‘Coppie houlders ffor live’) (‘garden’) 7

7 - 22 4 5
7 (‘John Green holds at will of the Lord by Copy dated 5 Aprilis 22 

Jacobi one Cottage built upon the Waste’)- (‘copyhold’)
(‘tenancy at will’) 6 1650  ‘at will of Lord’ 6 7  ‘ad placitum’ 
7 -TNA, E317/Wilts/40, fol.7. 7 - —

01 21 2015 3 29  1-
6 - 6

6 (steward) (bailiff) (entry 
fine) 6 - 1600 (Carew 
Raleigh)
7 -D. Thomas, ‘Leases of crown lands in the reign of Elizabeth I’, in R. Hoyle (ed.), The Estates 
of the English Crown, 1558-1640 (Cambridge, 1992), p. 178. 
7 1620 6

0(‘Common silver’) 20 7

- 1650 1653
1650 11 1651 1 20
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7 80

6 7 6

6 7 -TNA, E317/DORS/6 Gillingham Forest: survey of a parcel disforested 
called “Mr Kirke’s farm”, (6ff), November 1650, fols.4-5; SARS, DD/HLM box2. 7

7 (‘the poor of Mere who formerly 
had a great part of their maintenance out of the forest’)-WSRO, 865/286, Letter about 80 ac. of 
land in Gillingham forest to be put aside for the poor of Mere during the enclosure, fol. 1. 
8 ( 0

01 18 1983 67 - 
9 J. R. Wordie, ‘The South: Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Wiltshire, and Hampshire’, 
in J. Thirsk (ed.), The Agrarian History of England and Wales, vol.4, 1640-1750: Regional Farming 
System (Cambridge, 1984), pp. 338-9; The Victoria History of the County of Wiltshire, vol.4, pp. 44-
5. 
10 N. Evans, The East Anglian Linen Industry: Rural Industry and Local Economy 1500-1850 
(Aldershot, 1985), pp. 64. 
11 J. Thirsk, ‘Seventeenth-century agriculture and social change’, in J. Thirsk (ed.), Land, Church, 
and People: Essays Presented to Professor H.P.R Finberg (Hertfordshire, 1970), pp. 154, 169, 172. 
12 J. Thirsk, Economic Policy and Projects: The Development of a Consumer Society in Early 
Modern England (Oxford, 1978), p. 104. 1 (

1984 134 -  
13 17 7 01 54 2 2003

176-182 256 -WSRO, P5/1690/1, P5/1695/41 (P5 Dean of Salisbury court
)- 

14 Kent & King, ‘Changing patterns of poor relief in some English rural parishes circa 1650-1750’, 
Rural History 14 (2) (2003), pp. 123-6 
15 A.L. Beier, ‘Poverty and progress in early modern England’, in A.L. Beier, D. Cannadine, and 
J.M. Rosenheim (eds.), The First Modern Society: Essays in English History in Honour of 
Lawrence Stone (Cambridge, 1989), p. 233. 
16 S. Hindle, On the Parish?, p. 255. 
17 WSRO, 865/617: Poor rate and overseers’ accounts and disbursements for one year for Mere (

Overseers’ account (1733) ); WSRO, 438/19: Overseers’ account book, 1795-1812, Mere.
Overseers’ account (1795-1812) - 

18 Overseers’ account (1733); H. French, ‘Living in poverty in eighteenth-century Tering’, in S. 
Hindle, A. Shepard and J. Walter (eds.), Remaking English Society: Social Relations and Social 
Change in Early Modern England (Woodbridge, 2013), p. 287; A.F.J. Brown, Essex at Work, 1700-
1815 (Chelmsford, 1969), p. 134; Ottaway, The Decline of Life: Old Age in Eighteenth-Century 
England (New York, 2004), p. 222. 
19 TNA, E134/3Anne/Tri19, deposition of Edward King, Mere, linen weaver. 

7 -S. Hindle, ‘“Good, godly and charitable uses”’, n.22, p.172. 
20 Gillingham forest charity account book, fol.2 verso. 18 19 0

(‘poor’)6 7 0(‘labouring poor ’) 7 -K.D.M. Snell, 
‘Belonging and community: understandings of ‘home’ and ‘friends’ among the English poor, 1750-
1850’, Economic History Review, 65 (1) (2012), n.1, p.1. 
21 Gillingham forest charity account book; B. Waddell, ‘The politics of economic distress in the 
aftermath of the Glorious Revolution, 1689-1702, English Historical Review, 130 (543) (April 
2015), pp.318-351. 1680 18

6 1694 60 1698 64
- 

22 Gillingham forest charity account book, fols.155 verso-156 recto; Overseers’ account (1733). 
23 Gillingham forest charity account book, fols.1recto-77 verso. 
24 K 17

220 11 6 7 -K. Wrightson, Earthy Necessities: 
Economic Lives in Early Modern Britain (New Haven and London, 2000), p. 317. 
25 (1651-1703 ) )  

 )01 82 2 2016 8 71 ; B. Sharp, In Contempt of All 
Authority: Rural Artisans and Riot in the West of England, 1586-1660 (Berkeley, 1980), pp. 146-7. 

(1601 ) (Lord Chancellor)
(charitable trusts) -W. K. Jordan, Philanthropy, p.114. 
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26 SARS, DD/HLM box2; J 1 1975

294 N G 5

01 88 2013 250 - 6 (lease in 
reversion) 7

-— 20 6

90 6 7 -— 17
 01 22 1-2 2015

10 1281)9 ; C. Dyer, ‘Changes in the size of peasant holdings in some west midland 
villages 1400-1540’, in R.M. Smith (ed.), Land, Kinship and Life-cycle (Cambridge, 1984), pp. 282-
3. 1601 (Lord Chancellor)

(charitable trusts) -W. K. Jordan, Philanthropy, p.114. 
27 1 ) )  (1973 ) 25-32 - 
28 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28. 1690

9 29 80 (‘Counsellors fee about ye 80 acres’) 2
(‘drawing a coppie of ye Articles’) 10

(‘drawing ye writings sev[er]all times’) 10 7 -

1691 3 25
(‘to get the writings sealed by Mr Awbrey’)

10 7 -Gillingham forest charity account book, fols. 53 recto, 54 verso. 
29 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fol.5, Interrogatories (21). 6

7- 
30 1697 4 5 (churchwardens’ accounts) 0(‘ye vestry’) 7

7 -WSRO, PR/Mere: St. Michael the Archangel/2944/44, 1676-1739, fol.22. 

7 -Hindle, The State and Social Change, pp. 207-8. 0 7

1663 7-S. Webb and B. Webb, English Local Government, I: The 
Parish and the County (1906, rep. 1963, London), pp. 37-9, n.6. 
31 TNA, E 134/3Anne/Trin19, depositions of Robert Moulton, Mere, saddler, Michael Downe, Mere, 
blacksmith and Edmund Best, Mere, yeoman; K. Wrightson, ‘The politics of the parish in early 
modern England’, in P. Griffiths, A. Fox, and S. Hindle (eds.), The Experience of Authority in Early 
Modern England (London and New York), 1996, p.19.  
32 S. Hindle, ‘“Good, Godly and charitable uses”, p. 181; K. Wrightson, ‘The politics of the parish’, 
p.19. 

0 -TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, deposition of John Ford, a yeoman, defendant, Mere, 
Wiltshire. 
33 SARS, DD/HLM/box2, fols.5, 31-2. 
34 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, deposition of John Hardcastle, vicar of Mere. 
35 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, depositions of Henry Clerke, William Baron, Edward Cornelius and 
John Ford. 
36 WSRO, PR/Mere: St. Michael the Archangel/2944/44, 1676-1739, fols.17, 19-25 
37 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, deposition of Edmond Best, Mere, yeoman. 
38 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fols.6-7, depositions of Robert Forward and Edward Best. 
39 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, deposition of Edward Colborne, Mere, upholder. 
40 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28; WSRO, PR/Mere: St. Michael the Archangel/2944/44, 1676-1739, 
fols.22-3. 
41 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, fol.18, Interrogatories, 2-3; TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin 19, fol.3, 
Interrogatories (5) 
42 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fol.6, deposition of Christopher Edward, Mere, yeoman. 
43 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fol.3, Interrogatories (9) & (12). 
44 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, deposition of John Ford, Mere, yeoman; Gillingham forest charity 
account book, fol.68 verso. 
45 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, deposition of Edward Cornelius, Mere, gent; Gillingham forest 
charity account book, fol.73 recto. 
46 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fol.6, deposition of Christopher Edward, Mere, yeoman. 
47 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, deposition of Henry Clarke. 
48 80 0

-TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, deposition of Thomas Fry, Mere, baker. 
49 Gillingham forest charity account book, fols.1 recto-174 recto; Endowed Charities (County of 
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Wilts.), p. 3. 
50 1 1973 90-1 -

0

7 6

7 - 
51 TNA, E134/3Anne/East28, deposition of Edward Ford. 
52 1 79-80 - 
53 TNA, 865/90, Lease by the charity trustees of 75 acres meadow and pasture at Hazelholt, late 
part of the forest of Gillingham, 1718. 
54 1 82, 92 - 
55 S.L. Star and J.R. Griesemer, ‘Institutional ecology, ‘Translation’ and boundary objects: 
amateurs and professionals in Berkeley’s Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, 1907-39’, Social Studies of 
Science, 19 (3) (Aug., 1989), pp.387-420. 
56 Gillingham forest charity account book, fol.176; Endowed Charities (County of Wilts), p.3. 
57  0, 23-24 ; Endowed Charities (County of Wilts), 
p.3; Gillingham forest charity account book, fol.176, enclosed letters 5-6. 
58 1 60 - 
59 G. Clark, ‘The charity commission as a source in economic history,’ Agricultural History Center, 
UC-Davis, Working Paper, 1995, pp.1-3; Endowed Charities (County of Wilts), p.3. 
60 G. Clark, ‘The charity commission’, pp.1-3; Endowed Charities (County of Wilts), p.3. 
61  0, 23-24 ; G. Clark, ‘The charity commission’, p.1. 
62 0 79 - 
63 TNA, E134/3Anne/Trin19, fol.6, depositions of Robert Boweles of Mere, linen weaver, of Daniel 
Cox of Mere, linen weaver, of William Trewill of Mere, husbandman and of William Coward of 
Mere, hosier. 
64 E.P. Thompson, ‘The moral economy of the English crowd in the eighteenth century’, repr. in E. 
Thompson, Customs in Common (London, 1991), p.189. 
65 WSRO, 865/286, Letter about 80 ac. of land in Gillingham forest to be put aside for the poor of 
Mere during the enclosure, fol. 2. 
66  ― 0

1 2013 26 - 
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	 (‘yeerly bring in a 

p[er]fect accompt of all their doings to the q[ua]rter Session’)11 	

	

	

12  

19 F W 	 	

	

(‘common-pool resource’) 	

	1632 	 	

	

	

	

13  

	 	 	

	 	

	

14 	1678

1678

 



 152 

1678  

 

1662 4 28 	 	

	1632 12 	

10

(‘other Tenn first Trustees … all dead … been long since dead’)	 	

	1632

	 (‘chosen by the said 

poore Inh[abi]tans’)	 15  

	 15 1678 	

	

(‘reputed Trustees 

ever since their severall eleccons’)	 	

	 16  

	1632

	 	

(‘some of them usually kept 

many cattle therein’) 	

	 (‘never duely chosen or appointed to bee trustees’)	

	 	

(‘without any due Authority’) 	 	

	 (‘greater numbers of 

cattle to bee kept’)	 (‘none at all’)	

(‘by Conbination and confederacy’)	

(‘deceive the s[ai]d poore 

Inhabitnts … of the benefitts of the s[ai]d allottment’) 	 	

	 	 (‘the s[ai]d trust is now fallen to the 

ground’) 	 	

	 (‘warre and troubles’) 	 (1642-

1651) (‘trustees were 
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disturbed and prevented in the execution of the s[ai]d Trusti’)	

(‘to scceed in the Room’) (‘did nott make choice of 

other persons’) 	

	

(‘there being no other persons who did take upon the said Trusts’)

17 	

18  

	 (‘as they com[m]only have done’)	

(‘to intercommon’)

(‘great advantage to the said poor’)

	 	

(‘of little or noe benefitt’)	

(‘rather encrease the number of poor in the said Townes’) 	

	 (‘recovery of the s[ai]d trust’)

(‘speedy course’) 	 12

(‘certaine Gentlemen’)

(‘Authoru[ze] them to nominate and appointe 12 new trustees’) 	

	

	

	 	

	 (‘consented and are very desirous’) 19  

	 	

	

	 	

(‘public-collective partnerships’) 20  

	1680 10 	

(‘certaine Gentlemen’) 	

12  
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	 Esq.)	 (gent.)	

(gent.)	 (gent.)	

(gent.)	 (yeoman)	 (of 

Chilton, esq.)	 (of Worminghall, gent.)	 (of 

Chearsley, gent.)	 (of Long Crendon, yeoman)	

(of Piddington, Oxfordshire, gent.)	 (of Thame, 

Oxfordshire, gent.) 21  

	 	 (Robert Harte) 	1678 1694 	

	 (Justice of the Peace)

	 	

	

	 1678

	

22

	

	

 

 

1685  

 

1678 	 	

	1685 	 2

	 	

	

23 	  

1685 7 	

	 	

24 	

(‘Articles e[t] Instruccons for the Com[m]issioners’) 25  

	 (‘issues or pr[ro]fitts’)
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(‘inquire e[t] certify’)  

	

(‘how much advantagious to the poore Inh[ab]itants’)  

	

	

 (‘have any cause to complaine or …p[re]iudice’)	

 

	 	 ('Hedges') ('mounds')	

('fences') ('gates')	 ('stiles') 	

(‘ought to be made maintained e[t] repaired’)	

	

	  (‘making up Accompt’)

	 	 (‘the best 

way for raysing moneys’) 	  

	1685 21

(‘the grave Judgement of the Right Hon[oura]ble 

the Barrons of the said Court of Excheq[ur]’) 	

 

	 	

1685 9 10 	

	 (‘the poores pasture’)

	 10

(‘Nyne of the Tweuve trustees’) 	

(‘severall of the poore Inhabitants of Brill and Oakely’)

	

 

	 ('none of the 

Trustees shall bee Tennants to any of the lands and premisses nor any person or persons 

in trust for them or either of them')	
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	1686 	 90

	 100 2 10

 

 (‘releife of the poore Inhabitants of both the said Townes’)

(‘yssues and proffitts of the lands’) 	

	 (‘two third partes’) 	 	

(‘one third parte’)

 

 	

	

	 	 ('the best way of 

managin[g]') 	 ('for the 

Trustees to lett the same to A Tennant or Tennants by Lease')	 21

('for such Terme of one and Twenty yeares') 	

	

5 	

 

 	 	

90 ('Nynety Acres Statute Measure') 	

	

('bee equall in quality') 	

('according to the intent and meaning of 

the former decrees and not otherwise')	

('the rents & profitts 

arisinge out of the severall and respective divided partes to bee disposed for the severall 

and respective poore Inhabitants of the Townes of Brill and Oakely')  

 	 ('priveledge')

('to digg and carry away 

granvill for thire owne uses to bee ymployed for amendinge of high waies in the parish 

of Oakely')  
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 ('Mounds') 	 ('three vewes of 

quicksetts') ('ffive ffoote ditch')

	

	 3 	

('Hedges') ('mounds')	 ('fences') ('gates')	

('stiles') ('High waies') 	

('hereafter bee severally and respectively Maintained 

and kept in repaire at the charge of the severall and respective poore Inhabitants of the 

aforesaid Townes of Brill and Oakely') 	 ('rents and proffitts')

	

('it is agreed by the said Trustees & poore Inhabitants 

aforesaid')  

 	

('happen to fall into poverty and want releif')	

('shall bee releived by the Towne of Brill 

(Oakely)...without any charge to Oakely (Brill)')26  

	

	 10

('poore Inhabitants of Brill ... beinge about Tenn in number')

	 	 	

	 (‘havinge the Trustees 

Chosen’) (‘may have hereafter cause to 

complayne and bee p[re]judiced’) 	

	 	

('to succeede in the room of such of the p[re]sent Trustees as shall happen 

to dye')	 ('might have the nomination and 

election of Trustees') 27  

	 	

10 28 	 	 	
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('Poore Inhabitants of Brill and Oakely')	

	 	

2 (‘Two able and sufficient persons’) ('have 

severally power to Nominate to the Justices of the peace')	 2 1

('chuse one to suceede in the room of the decea[se]d')

	 	

('yf the poore Inhabi[a]nts doe not nominate two such persons')	

('the survivinge 

Trustees shall elect as they ought to doe by the former decrees')

	 ('accordinge to the directions of the 

former decrees')	

('do carry in an accompt of their receipts and disbursements 

yearly ... to bee recorded') 	 	

('the grave Judgment of ...Barons of the said Court of Excheq[uer]')

29  

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	

(‘common-pool resource’) 	

30 	

10 	

2 	 1
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31  

1678 	 (‘appoyntment’)

(‘those that hereafter shall bee the 

poore Inhabitants’) 32 	

(‘a permanent underclass’) 	

	 1687 	

103 	1676 1706

340 350 	

30% 33 1980 	

(‘life-cycle poverty’) 	

	

(parish relief)

	 	

	 	

(‘safety net’)

	

	 	J

	 	 34  

 

 

 

	1685

	 10

	 	

35 	 	
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(Welfare 

Commons) 36  

1 The House of Commons, Endowed Charities, County of Buckinghamshire: Return to an Order of the 
Honourable The House of Commons, Dated 26 July 1867 (London, 1868), p.8. 
2 F. Williams, ‘Towards the welfare commons: Contestation, critique and criticality in social policy’, in 
Zoë Irving, Menno Fenger and John Hudson (eds.), Social Policy Review 27: Analysis and Debate in 
Social Policy (Bristol and Chicago, 2015), pp. 93-111. 
3 R. Hoyle, ‘Disafforestation and Drainage’, in R. Hoyle (ed.), The Estates of The English Crown, 
1558-1640 (Cambridge, 1992), p. 370; B. Sharp, ‘Common rights, charities and the disorderly poor’, in 
G. Eley and W. Hunt (eds.), Reviving the English Revolution: Reflections and Elaborations on the 
Work of Christopher Hill (London, 1988), pp. 184-5; J. Broad, ‘The smallholder and cottager after 
disafforestation – a legacy of poverty?’, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle (eds.), Bernwood: The Life and 
Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), pp. 90-107.  
4 S. Hindle, “ “Good, Godly and Charitable Uses”: Endowed Charity and the Relief of Poverty in Rural 
England, c. 1550-1750”, in A. Goldgar and R. I. Frost eds., Institutional Culture in Early Modern 
Society (Brill 2004), pp.186-8; W. K. Jordan, Philanthropy in England, 1480-1660: A Study in the 
Changing Pattern of English Social Aspirations (London, 1959), p. 140. 
5 R. Hoyle, “The forest under the Dynhams”, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle (eds.), Bernwood: The Life and 
Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p. 72; J. Broad, “The Smallholder and Cottager after 
Disafforestation – a Legacy of Poverty?”, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The Life and 
Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p.93. 
6 M. Sjöstedt, “Resilience Revisited: Taking Institutional Theory Seriously’, Ecology and Society, vol. 
20, no. 4 (2015), p.3; E. Ostrom, Governing the Commons: the evolution of institutions for collective 
action (Cambridge, 1990), pp. 185-207. 	

	 	

(decrees)
,

	2016 	114-117  
7 	2013 	182 ; R. 
Hoyle, “Disafforestation and Drainage”, in R. W. Hoyle ed., The Estates of the English Crown, 1558-
1640 (Cambridge, 1992), p.374. 
8 	2013 	83	
131-32, 182-9  
9 R. Hoyle, “The Forest under the Dynhams”, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The Life and 
Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), pp. 58-70. 
10 TNA, E126/4, fol. 84r; J. Broad, “The Smallholder and Cottager after Disafforestation – a Legacy of 
Poverty?”, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), 
p.90. 
11 TNA, E126/4, fol. 86v; J. Broad, “Landscape, Farming, and Employment in Bernwood, 1600-1800”, 
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in J. Broad and R. Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p.86. 
12 TNA, E126/4, fol. 86r. 
13 H. French, “The Governance of Urban Common Lands in England, 1500-1840”, Conference Paper, 
September, Conference: European Rural History Organisation (EURHO), at Leuven, Belguim, 2017, 
p.7. 	 (‘bye-laws’) (‘governing bodies’)

H. French, Ibid., p. 23. 
14 E. Ostrom, Governing the Commons: the evolution of institutions for collective action (Cambridge, 
1990), pp. 30-3; 

	2014 	52-3 	J
	

Cf. J. Broad, 
“The Smallholder and Cottager after Disafforestation – a Legacy of Poverty?”, in J. Broad and R. 
Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p.97. 
15 TNA, E134/5/14Chas2/East12, fol.4, deposition of Peter Cubbidge of Brill, shepherd 
16 TNA, E134/5/14Chas2/East12, fols.3-4, deposion of William Dance, Oakeley, ffield keeper; TNA, 
E112/366/199. 
17 TNA, E112/366/199. 	

	 	

(Boarstall House) 	1646
	 (New 

Model Army) 	 	

	 J. Broad, “Landscape, 
Farming, and Employment in Bernwood, 1600-1800”, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle eds., Bernwood: The 
Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p.78; J. Broad, Transforming English Rural Society: The 
Verneys and the Claydons, 1600-1820 (Cambridge, 2004), p.28.  
18 E. Ostrom, Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action 
(Cambridge, 1990), p. 190; T. De Moor, The Dilemma of The Commoners: Understanding the Use of 
Common-Pool Resources in Long-Term Perspective (Cambridge, 2015), pp. 79-83; J. Broad, ‘The 
Verneys and the Sequestrators in the Civil Wars, 1642-56’, Records of Bucks 27 (1985), p.2. 
19 TNA, E112/366/199. 	 	 	 	

	1524~1525 	

10~20 , 16
, 2011 	344 , 19  

20 T. De Moor, The Dilemma of the Commoners: Understanding the Use of Common-Pool Resources in 
Long-Term Perspective (Cambridge, 2015), pp.49, 58-9; T. De Moor, “Co-operating for the Future: 
Inspiration from the European Past to Develop Public-Collective Partnerships and Intergenerational 
Co-Operatives”, in S. Baily, G. Farrell, and U. Mattei eds., Protecting Future Generations Through 
Commons (Strasbourg Cedex, 2014), pp.100-101. 
21 J. Broad, ‘The smallholder and cottager after disafforestation – a legacy of poverty?’, in J. Broad 
and R. Hoyle (eds.), Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), pp. 97-98. n.31.  
22 W. L. Hardy, Court of Buckingham, Calendar to the Sessions Records, Vol.1, 1678-1694 (Aylesbury, 
1933), pp.165,171, 179, 185, 259, 289, 295, 510; S. Hindle, ‘ “Good, Godly and Charitable Uses”: 
Endowed charity and the relief of poverty in rural England, c. 1550-1750’, in A. Goldgar and R. I. 
Frost (eds.), Institutional Culture in Early Modern Society (Brill, 2004), p.185. 
23 J. Broad, ‘The Smallholder and Cottager after Disafforestation – a legacy of poverty?’, in J. Broad 
and R. Hoyle (eds.), Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), p. 98. 
24 TNA, E178/5169, fol.6; W.L. Hardy, County of Buckingham: Calendar to the Sessions Records, 
Vol.1, 1678-1694, (Aylesbury, 1933), p. 511. 
25 TNA, E178/5169, fol.8. 
26 TNA, E178/5169, fol. 6. 
27 TNA, E178/5169, fol.7. 
28 W.L. Hardy, County of Buckingham: Calendar to the Sessions Records, Vol.1, 1678-1694 (Aylesbury, 
1933), p. 511. 
29 TNA, E178/5169, fol.7. 
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30 H. French, ‘The Governance of urban common lands in England, 1500-1840’, Conference Paper, 
September, Conference: European Rural History Organisation (EURHO), at Leuven, Belguim (2017), 
p.7. 
31 

	2014 	53  
32 TNA, E112/366/119.  
33 TNA, E112/620/10, fol.12; J. Broad, ‘Landscape, farming, and employment in Bernwood, 1600-
1800’, in J. Broad and R. Hoyle (eds.)., Bernwood: The Life and Afterlife of a Forest (Preston, 1997), 
p.82, Table 4-4. 
34 J. Boulton, ‘ “The ‘Meaner Sort”: Labouring people and the poor’, in K. Wrightson (ed.), A Social 
History of England 1500-1750 (Cambridge, 2017): 310-329, pp. 314-5, 319-25. 
35 B. Kratzwald, ‘Rethinking the social welfare state in light of the commons’, in David Bollier and 
Silke Helfrich (eds.), The Wealth of the Commons: A World Beyond Market & State (Amherst, 2012), 
pp.55-61. 
36 F. Williams, ‘Towards the welfare commons: contestation, critique and criticality in social policy’, 
Social Policy Review 27 (2015), pp.94-106. E (Commons 
governance) 	

V. Fournier, ‘Commoning: On the social organisation of the commons’ (2013): 433-453. 
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2 -

6  

 

 

 

- 6 5

- 9 6

- -0 1(coverture)

6 -

- - (marital property 

law) 8
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6 8 -
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-0 1 - - 9
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9 0 1 5 9- -
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5 10  
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- 7 5 - 6 5

-1687 1694 -

10 15

6 -

7 6 - -0 6

5 (‘being a poore woman in the Towne of Brill’)1 - -0

6 6 6 5 (‘acquainted with all or the 

most part of the poore Inh[ab]itants thereof ’)1 6 -

- -0 - 6

- 6 (‘whom they thought fitt the Rents of the said 

pasture in the Informacon should bee given and distributed’) -

- -

(‘honestly and iustly disposed’)1 26  

 

 

 

1685 - 6 -

5 - -67

5 6 -

5 5 6 7

5 - - 0

1 -  

(‘impoverished the said land by turning of it into Arrable…not worth halfe’) 67

5 - -

(‘not all in money’)- - (‘Cheese, Wheat e[t] 

Barley’) - - - (‘at a 

deare rate’)- 5 67 5

- 6 -1 6 6 67

5 - 5 - (‘in liewe 

of moneys’) - 5 6 6 
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(‘untruly suggested’) - 7 6 -

6 -0 -

 (Mr Hart had declared that they [=’the said poor 

p[er]sons] which received the said Moneyes for the future should weare Badges’)1

5 - 5 -

- 6 6 - -

- 5

(‘at any greater or higher then[=than] what this Def[endan]t sold at markett’)

6  

5 6 7 8 - -

- 6 -

6 7  (‘shall never have One farthing’)-

7 6

(‘will send them to Goale with a greate deale of Threatning speaches and 

Languages’) - - -

8 (‘alsoe refuse to p[ro]ceed to any Eleccon of any new Trustees’)-

- 5

- 6 6 -

- 6 - 6 (‘some poore 

women’) (‘their own favorites and kindred’) 7

- 6 5 -

6 -

6 7 6 8 6 -

- 0 1(‘to iustify the faire dealings’) 

6 7

- - 6 -

5 0 1(‘voluntarily’) 5 - 6 -

6 -

- 6 (‘the greatest p[ar]te of the said poore people’)-

50 (‘the number of ffifty or thereabouts’) 5
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- -

-0 1(‘contrary to equity and good Conscience’) 5 -

6  (‘towards the Releife and maintenance of the 

poor Inhabitants of the said Towne of Brill’)-

(‘the Royall Charity’) - 5 (‘distruccon 

and overthrow’) -  
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- 5 67 -

7 -

 

- 6 6

7 -

-

- - 7

6 -

- 5 6 -

-

- 5 68

7  
                                                   
1 2 3

21 -2016 -113— 2 3 -2016 -169—  
2 0 9 - - 12

3 10 3 2010 3 -11— A M - - -

- (singlewomen) 0 1(far more socially vulnerable) 5
- 6 -

96 6 5 A.M. Froide, Never 
Married: Singlewomen in Early Modern England (Oxford, 2005), p.84; A. M. Froide, ‘Hidden women: 
rediscovering the singlewomen of early modern England’, Local Population Studies, 68 (Spring, 2002), 
pp. 26-41; P. Laslett, ‘Mean household size in England since the sixteenth century’, in P. Laslett and R. 
Wall (eds.), Household and Family in Past Time (Cambridge, 1972), p. 145; D.V. Glass, ‘Notes on the 
demography of London at the end of the seventeenth century’, Daedalus, 97 (2) (1968), pp. 583-4, 586; 
A.L. Erickson, Women and Property in Early Modern England (Oxford, 1993), p. 201; D. Levine and K. 
Wrightson, The Making of An Industrial Society: Whicham 1560-1765 (Oxford, 1991), p. 255; B. Todd, 
‘Widowhood in a market town: Abingdon 1540-1720’ (university of Oxford D.Phil. thesis, 1983), pp. 5, 
228-9; J. Webb (ed.), Poor Relief in Elizabethan Ipswich (Suffolk Records Society, 1970); T. Wales, 
‘Poverty, poor relief and the life-cycle: some evidence from seventeenth-century Norfolk’, in R. M. 
Smith (ed.), Land, Kinship and Life-Cycle (Cambridge and New York, 1984), pp. 378-387. -

- -16 80 5

18 50% 55% 6 J. L. Van Zanden, ‘The Malthusian 
intermezzo: Women’s wages and human capital formation between the late Middle Ages and the 
demographic transition of the 19th century’, History of the Family, 16 (4) (2011), 331-342. 
3 S. D. Amussen, An Ordered Society: Gender and Class in Early Modern England (New York, 1988); 
L. Gowing, Common Bodies: Women, Touch and Power in Seventeenth-Century England (New Haven, 
2003); B. Capp, When Gossips Meet: Women, Family, and Neighbourhood in Early Modern England 
(Oxford, 2003); A. L. Erickson, ‘Married women’s occupations in eighteenth-century London’, 
Continuity and Change 23 (2008): 267-307; J. Bailey, ‘Favoured or oppressed? Married women, 
property and “coverture” in England, 1660-1800’, Continuity and Change 17 (2002): 351-72; A. 
Shepard, ‘The worth of married women in the English church courts, c. 1550-c. 1730’, in C. Beattie 
and M.F. Stevens (eds.), Married Women and The Law in Premodern Northwest Europe (Woodbridge, 
2013), pp.191-212; A. L. Erickson, ‘Coverture and capitalism’, History Workshop Journal 59 (2005): 
1-16; M. K. McIntosh, ‘Women, credit, and family relationships in England, 1300-1620’, Journal of 
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