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Dose Japanese advanced learners’ accurate and ample use
of polite expressions lead to polite evaluation?

ENYO, Yumiko

Ehlich (1992, 2005) found that in the judgment of politeness, social
evaluation should be involved. Based on the point above, this paper
investigates how Japanese learners use politeness-related expressions, and
how native speakers of Japanese evaluate their performances. In an
advanced Japanese class, 14 students conducted interviews with 4 native
speakers of Japanese in small groups. The audio recordings of the
interviews analyzed their use of politeness-related expressions and
compared the results with evaluations done by both the participants and
non-participants. The results reveal that, while the students expressed
their shortcomings in their command of polite expressions, evaluations by
native speakers do not directly relate to the students’ successful use of
polite expressions. In addition, it was found that evaluation of one’s
language use and behavior may vary depending on individual evaluators.
Overall, the paper highlights the importance of studying features that may
relate to politeness indirectly, along with polite expressions, for successful

communication.
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