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The Significance of Dialogue among Science Communicators
with Different Purposes:
A Report and Reflection on Dialogue Practice Using the “Worry Cards” Tool

OSAWA Kotaro!, KATOGI Hitomi?> TAKEKOSHI Mayu®, MIZAWA Kazuki,
ENDO Sachiko, FURUSAWA Kiyoshi®
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ABSTRACT

Efforts have continued to foster dialogue and networks among science communicators (SCs).
However, there have been few reports on dialogue practices that explicitly address factors shaping
such interactions, particularly the diversity of purposes pursued in SC practice. This study reflects
on the significance of dialogue among science communicators with different purposes and on a
methodology for facilitating such dialogue, based on an analysis of dialogue episodes from “Dialogue
Studies on Science Communication”, an exhibit presented by the authors at Science Agora 2024. This
reflection suggests that the original dialogue tool, Worry Cards, served as a prompt and medium for
dialogue among science communicators with different purposes. Furthermore, such dialogue was
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found to contribute not only to (1) deepening participants’ own practices, but also to (2) reframing the
purposes of existing practices and (3) reaffirming the values underlying those practices.

Keywords: science communicator, Science Agora, practitioner reflection, dialogue tools
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