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About combining the primary museum functions
Its theoretical history in Japan
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Abstract

This study traces the history of combining the primary museum functions (research, collection manage-
ment, communication) in Japan. Theories are classified as “conflict/individual” “flow” and “interaction” of
the primary museum functions. The root of combining the main museum function is Goode (1895) and
introduced in Japan by Koba (1946). Later, Tsuruta (1956) introduced both “flow” and “interaction”. “Flow”
was emphasized in the 1970s; “interaction” prevailed from the 1990s. Effective museum practice requires
both: “flow” boosts the ripple effect and “interaction” increases appeal by maximizing combination chanc-
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