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THE TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN HOKKAIDO
IN THE EARLY PERIOD OF MEIJI ERA

— Summary —

by Shinichiro Takakura

Because the progressed technologies of Europe and the U.S.A. was
necessary for the development of Hokkaido, many specialists from Europe
and the U.S.A. were appointed to the needed position by Kaitakushi (Ho-
kkaido Colonization office), and on the other hand, some students were
sent by Kaitakushi from Japan to some foreign countries in order to make
them trained in necessary technologies.

However, as this program was impossible because of financial
difficulties, Kaitakush: changed the plan and decided to train necessary
specialists in domestic country.

The following approaches were adopted :

(1) to train domestic, practical trainers as the assistants of foreign
technologists, (2) to train them by establishing some training schools.

Although the former covered survey of land, geological survey,
agriculture, livestock raising, manufacturing industry, coal mining, trans-
portation and civil engineering the trainings for survey of land, geological
survey, agriculture and livestock raising were more effective than others.

The latter was emergent technical training covering a wide area,
with general education, absorbing knowledges from abroad.

Accordingly, Sapporo Agricultural College was one of the highest
technical colleges in Japan in those days which imitated land-grant colleges
in the U.S. A. and contributed to absorb new techniques from abroad
continuously. Moreover, Sapporo Agricultural college tried to hand the
extention service of techniques, and produced a great many of leaders
with practical trainings. and, when the college became one of the national
university, it discharged its initial duties. Among the students and assistants,

there were a number of former soldier’s family who were thrown out of
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employment by the Restoration of Meiji and immigrated to Hokkaido as
a farmers. We should emphasize this fact, because their high educational
level, to some extent, was necessary for learning of these techniques.

It was one of the most important factor for the rapid industrial
development in Japan since the Meiji era that those who were in educat-
ional position and assumed the leadership directed the industries in Japan
in those days as the specialists in technologies.

This may be shown by tracing these leader’s footsteps in the history
of the development of Hokkido.
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