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A STUDY ON THE PRESENT TIME
CHARACTER OF COMMERCIAL
FARMING

By
Sadaichi Yamada

Commercial farming has been progressed consistently after the land
revolution in Japan. In the progress of commercialization, the major
crop has been rice.

But the commercialization after 1955 have to be distinguished from
former time in the next points.

a) The contents of commodity production have been changed ac-

cording the changes of demand for farm products.

b) The import of farm products have been influenced to the do-

mestic prices of farm products.

¢) The labor migration from rural district to town has been brought

about the lack of main labor in farming.

Thus, the rate of increasing of total agricultural production has
been slow down since 1960. But, we can point out the two groups
of production. One is the decreasing group such as wheat and bean.
Another is the increasing group such as flowed milk, meat, and eggs,
fruits and vegetables.

Even in the increasing group, the specialization of producing has not
been progressed favorably. The character of commercial farming in the
present stage is compound farming. This is a type of farming in the
stage of stagnancy of agriculture in Japan. We have to study the next
points to approach the causes of the stagnancy.

i) The food problem (especially surplus problem) in the world.

ii) The influences of free trade in the present stage.

iii) The difference of agricultural productivity between the ad-
vanced countries and the developing countries.

iv) The mutual influence between the agricultural products and
the other commodities in the balance of trade.
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