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AN ESSAY ON COMMERCIAL CAPITAL IN THE
CENTRAL WHOLESALE MARKET

By

Hidemi Mikuni

This paper attempts to discuss the character and the function of
commercial capital in the central wholesale market of fruits and vege-
tables.

The central wholesale market may be regarded as an outgrowth of
the highly developed capitalism called imperialism. The commercial capi-
tal in the central wholesale markets is subject to the conditions which
are set by the monopoly capitalism. However, the central wholesale
market is not an automatic development of private capitalism but it is
organized and regulated by government in such a way that the supply
of fruits and vegetables in large amount of and in differentiated quality
for the rapidly increasing urban population is secured at low and stable
price and thus to serve the monopoly capitalist economy.

A wholesale dealer in the central wholesale maket is essentially a
consignment seller on fee under government control. He aims at profit
maximization given the official rate of fee. His social function lies in
adjustment in demand-supply relations, uniform price-formation and speedy
handling of large volume of commodities in the spot trade. However,
an economic conflict in the sense that the price level of fruits and vege-
tables is low for the producers and high for the consumers is not resolved
through the system of the central wholesale market. Different problems
at different stages of marketing are awaiting effective measures to cope
with them.
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