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MARKETING SYSTEM AND PRICE FORMATION FOR
VEGETABLES AND FRUITS IN JAPAN

By

Genjiro lijima

The prices of vegetables and fruits are rising remarkably in the
process of rapid economic growth in Japan. The rise in retail prices
and their fluctuation are considerably large in comparison with the general
price level of agricultural products and this price phenomenon does not
give any benefit to the producers and the consumers.

The present paper studied the relationship between the market system
and price formation, especially for the problem of high and unstable retail
price of vegetables and fruits. There are many factors which bring about
the rise in and the instability of retail prices, for example, the unbalanced
development of market structure in the three stages of marketing of
farm, wholesale and retail markets is one of them. Particularly, the
retail market of vegetables and fruits and the price formation are studied
in its characteristics and the factors.

The result of study: The high level and instability of vegetables
price are ascribed to the smallness in marketing and purchasing units,
and to the non-administered prices for vegetables and fruits. It is pointed
out that the basic factor would be found in inadequate rationalization

and low efficiency in the marketing.



