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LOCAL ASSEMBLING WHOLESALERS OF APPLE
IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT
OF THE MARKET

By
Hidemi Mikuni

This study attempts to discuss the character of local assembling
function of wholesalers at the each stage of capitalistic development in
the apple market.

In the early stage of development, in the period from late in Meiji
era up to World War 1, the local assembling wholesalers predominated
the local apple market for farmers. The wholesalers were dominant in
gathering, grading, packing and shipping operations of apples which were
produced by numerous and separate farmers in small units. The whole-
salers commanded speculative and monopolistic profits in the business
under condition of imperfect and less competitive market structure.

In inter-Wars period, monopoly capitalism was given a firm foun-
dation in the national economy. In response to it, central wholesale
markets were developed in large consumption areas, and farmer’s mar-
keting co-operatives were organized in production areas. These new
development in market organization could be expected to affect the local
assembling wholesalers, but no essential changes in the character of the
wholesalers were observed in this period.

In postwar period, the market structure was widely reorganized in
the process of recovery and growth of the monopoly capitalism. The
vegetables and fruits markets are growing more competitive for the
local assembling wholesalers. At the same time, financial capital agencies
exert more restrictive influence on them. The overwhelming bargaining
power of distribution wholesalers reduces the local assembling wholesaler
to a broker at ordinary rate of fee and charge. Survival of the local
wholesaler is based on existence of numerous and seperate apple producers
in small units, their specific skill in marketing, storage operation and

speculation.
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