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LOCAL LABOR MARKET
AND AGRICULTURAL CLASSES
—Evolution of Class Structure of Farmers under

the Changing Conditions of Off-farm
Employment Structure—

By
Takaaki Ohtawara

Analysis of mechanism of outflow of labor force from agriculture is
one of the key task of farm problem research. This paper intends to
contribute to the task by analysing impact of changes in the off-farm
employment structure on agricultural classes in those mountainous regions
with the most rapidly declining population. The analysis is based on
survey data of a representative sample area of Rikubetsu town in
Hokkaido. The finding of this paper may be summarized as follows.
1. In the mountain village, most of farmers are historically the laborer
or ‘semi-farmer and semi-laborer’ who engages in forestry works for
wage in addition to the farming to supplement the deficient source
of income of the household.

2. A new development has been taking place in the local labor market
for the forestry laborers since the year around the 30th of Showa. In
the national forest areas, the previous employment practice of seasonal
contract with the ‘semi-farmer and semi-laborer’ was ohanged to that of
regular contract with regular laborers in line with new method of year-
round production in place of seasonal production. Private enterprises are
following the national forest practice in their production methods. The
year-round production and employment led to new opportunities for
regular forestry laboreres at the cost of employment opportunities for
seasonal forestry laborers. In other words, some farmers quited farming
and become regular forestry laborers, and the rest of the farmers were
forced out of seasonal forestry labor.

3. At the same time, economic conditions of agricultural production
and marketing were impoverishing economically viable farmers and en-

forced more the farmers to seek seasonal side-jobs in the mountain
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village. But the major employment opportunity of forestry workers were
restricted for them under the new development in the local labor market.
Increased family exodus from the farms and the village was the result.
4. The off-farm jobs for the side-job seeker who remained in the village
were not only unstable and unprofitable, but also competed with farm
work in the seasonal distribution of work days on the farm. Major farm
tasks are performed by the farm wives with a result of lower production
structure and decrease in agricultural productivity. This leads again to
the increased demand for side-jobs for the farmers and creation of
vicious circle. o

5. On the other hand, a group of farmers are frecing themselves from
the vicious circle of the ‘semi-farmer and semi-laborer’ and successfull
in climbing up the higher agricultural strata. Growth of the larger
scale farms is associated with by a slightly rising trend in number
of agricultural laborers.
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