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THE PRESENT SITUATION OF
REFORESTATION OF FARM LAND

By

Sigeru Usami

1. From the 35th year of Showa onward, reforestation of farm
land is increasing rapidly. It is estimated that 10,000 ha. of farm land
are reforested each year in Japan.

2. Such phenomenon appears general throughout mountain villages
all over the country. Among them, Hokkaido district, San-in district,
and West-South region ranging from Mie Prefecture to Kagoshima
stand out as rapid reforestation areas.

3. Analysing the factors, it is indicated that collapse of farming
in mountain villages is the one basic factor, and rising timber prices
relative to farm products is another. Especially in Hokkaido, collapse of
mountain villages’ farming is caused by the following two factors. One
is destruction of land fertility through repeated cropping of beans and
pepermint, the other is poor enterprise alternatives in farming in moun-

tainous areas, especially, difficulties in shifting to the dairy production,
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