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I COMMERCIAL CAPITAL AND COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

By

Sadaichi Yamada

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the function of farmers' co-operatives
in Japan.

(1)  According as the development of capitalism, the task of farmers’
co-operatives has been changed. At the earlier stage, the task of farmers’
co-operatives had been to expel the pre-capitalism marchants who exploited
farmers. At the present stage, in place of expzlling the pre-capitalism marchants,
new functions have been charged with by monopolistic capitalists. The new
ones are as follows:

i, to enlarge markets for the capitalists’ commodities,

ii. to obtain agricultural products cheaply,

iii, to make institutional loans available for farmers,
iv, to call for the agricultural market policies. -

(2) The peculiarity of farmers’ co-operatives in Japan jis found in the
so-called a general type of organization which combines crediting, saling,
purchasing business and others together. Among them, the crediting is the basic
one. This system reflects the distorted pattern of commercial farming jn Japan,
And the development of farmers’ co-operatives of this type corresponds to the
stages of commercialization of farming in this country. In the process of
development, the farmers’ co-operatives have been changing their character
from the farmers’ voluntary organization to a government agency. And the
character and function of the farmers' co-operatives as a government agency
forms the basis for the organization. At the same time, the farmers
co-operatives has been carried on for profit in the similar way to private
business enterprises.
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