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IV. STRUCTURAL CHANGE IN FOOD RETAILING

By .

Shun-ichiro Kawabata

Thz marketing processes, assembling-—equalization—dispersion, can be dis:-
ernible in the food distribution. But the structure of these process is complex,
and various kinds of marchants are engaging in these processes. Up to the
present time, food retailing has usually been carried on by very small stores,
And this is one of the most important factors which cause this complex
structure,

Large-scale retail foodstores emerged in the 1930’s, in the age of depression,
aiming at reducing retailing costs by means of mass-sale and self-service by
shoppers, It is, however, after the world war I[ that the so-called supermarkets
have grown rapidly and acquired. greater importance. Higher wages in these
prosperous days make self-service system more advantageous, and the higher
income raises the standard of food consumption, Thus there comes considera-
ble advancement in labour efficiency or sales per shopman in food retailing.

The development of large-scale food stores promotes the simplification of
the complicated process of assembling—wholesaling—retailing, and improves

these functjons,
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