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ADJUSTMENT ON THE FARMS TO CHANGING
CONDITION OF LABOR SUPPLY :
A CASE STUDY OF HOKKAIDO AREA

By
Yukio Masui

The rate of decrease in farm labor force in Hokkaido area is the highest
among all the farm areas of this country. The impact of the decsease in farm
labor force on the farms in Hokkaido is analysed in terms of sources of supply
of farm labor by types, farm wage rate, labor productivity, mechanization, labor
utilization, farm income. regional re-aliocation of farms and farm labor force,
and regional production pattern.

Favorable effect of declining supply of labor on farm consolidation, labor
productivity, and income parities among farm regions in this area is verified by
empirical data. Allocative efficiency of farm labor is improved by the mobility
of labor.

Adjustment on the farm to the changed supply of labor largely relies on
lobor saving methods (substitution of capitel for labor in most cases). In the
process of the adjustment, productive capacity of farm land plays a critical role.

Farm mechanization is the one wheel, and productive capacity of land is
the other one of a cart which brings about higher efficiecy in labor utilization.

Dependence of farm labor on hired lahor is decreasing, and commercializa-
tion of farm is intensified at the same time. General trend is moving in the

direction of commercial family farms.
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