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DEGENERATION OF “RURALITY” UNDER THE
URBANIZATION (I)
——Tts Theories and Methodological Frame
Works

By

Hiroo Kaneta

This paper is divided into two parts. In the first part, the working hypo-
thesis and the methodological farme wokrs to study on the degenerations of “Rura-
lity” inconformity with urbanization are discussed in my base and by other
sociologists’ theories. In the second part, the hypothesis and degenerational
phenomena of rurality are expected to testify by the fact findings of rural Kita-
Hiroshima near Sapporo City in Hokkaido. But these varify and analytical
problems about the degengrations of rural Hiroshima will be reported on the
next volume of this review. ‘

In this study, it is one of the central problems about rural social change
that “What is changed in rural society” by urbanization or industrialization. To
this question, we propose to make a hypothesis that the changing objects by or
under the social changs in rural society is to be “Rurailty”. Therefore, to have
changing qualities of rurality under the urbanization is the aim of this study.
But, in order to analysis to the changing rurality, we have to orientate the conce-
ption of rurality in the rural social systems and to develope the sociological
methods to analysis on social qualities.

We have now the Three Compartments Theory in which above conception
of rurality is orientated. According to this theory, the rurality is the characte-
ristics of the compartment of “Life” in the rural social systems. There are other
compartments, the “Production” and “Culture”. The characteristics of production,
which is to be a area of the social system, is called the “Agrarity or Agricultu-
ralism”, and the characteristics of Culture is the “Locality, Localism”. The
Urbanization change not only the rurality or ruralism but also the Agrarity and
Locality.

In that case, what kind of methods should be used to find the changing
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qualities of Rurality, Agrarity and Locality in conformity with urbanization or
industrialization in rural society. About the rurality we are able to use the
P. Sorokin’s method, but F. K. Willits deny almostly these orthodox method about
rurality. Then, we used the Community Solidarity Method which was develped
by D.R.Fessler and our revisions. The community solidarity is conected with
rurality, agrarity and locality by its areas which are composed by 8 parts. We
testfied theoritically those relations between the solidarity with rurality and
locality. But it is necessary to develop a new over-all method to have changing
qualities of the rural society.

By this considerations, we are able to expect the degenerations, regressions
of rurality,but agrarity is not lost by urbanization. Perhaps the agrarity will
change its pattern of producibility, but not lose itself. And by these changes of
elements, the new patterns of locality or localism will be developed in the near

future.
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