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CHANGES IN RICE PRICE AND WAGES
ON DEVELOPMENT OF RICE MARKET

—A STUDY OF HOKKAIDO BEFORE THE WORLD WAR [[—

By

Makoto Yuzawa

In Hokkaido, rice price had been more fluctuating and higher than in Japan
proper for the Meiji and early Taisho period, but, after the late Taisho, this situ-
ation had reversed. We can see this riversal between cities and rural districts
in Hokkaido, too.

Development in means of transport, and increasing import of low class rice
produced from Japan proper or foreign-rice were factor of this tendency, but the
most important factor was increasing yield of rice in Hokkaido. Increasing supply
of *Hokkaido-rice ” had diluted the monopolistic position of imported rice from
Japan proper, and then, speculation of rice marchant being led by import trader
had depressed.  And, above all, increasing ‘Hokkaido-rice” were very cheap
price as well as low quality.  Further, I should to add that such process were

7 ,or intcrests of landlord.

deeply related with rice policy after ‘rice riot

Wages in Hokkaido, also, had been higher in Japan proper for the Meiji era
(but, upward trend of wages were lower than rice price ), and after the world
war |, this order had been reversed. We can see this reversal between citi-
es and rural districts in Hokkaido, too.

This tendency of regional wage-differentials had been based on changes in
rice price, which was main factor of value of labor power, and, on this basis, had
been regulated by differences of development on industrial structure, too.

In Hokkaido, specially its rural districts, the thick lavers of low income had
been formed by low industrial structure, and layers of high or middle income had
been very thin. This social character of consumer has maked rice market of
Hokkaido Jow in price and quality. .

Thus, ‘high rice price =high wages” to capitalist for *frontier” era has changed

to low rice price =low wages” after the world war T.
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