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The System of Rice Distribution and Rice

Price in Japan

Yukio Hiromasa

Summary

This Paper analyzes the relationships between rice distribution sys-
tem and price formation since voluntary rice market was opened in 1990.
Most rice prices have been formed in voluntary rice market and free rice
market. The methds we adopted to analyze the prices in each markets
are MDS and cluster analysis. The main results are as follows. (1)
Restrictions in voluntary rice market affects the free rice market. (2)
The prices of E group or F group(low quality group) are rising and the

other group’s prices are falling.
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