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The Functions of Sub-intermediate Wholesalers
in the Seoul Karakudong Central Agricultural
Products Wholesale Market in Korea

Dong Joo CHoI

Summary

Many sub-intermediate wholesalers are not permitted officially to operate in central wholesale mar-

kets in Korea.

They deal mainly with the chinese cabbage and radish ; and serving as distributors for in-

termediate wholesalers, in addition to sorting and arranging.

The results of the study indicate that sub-intermediate wholesalers exist for the following reasons.

1) In general, the collecting dealers buy produce before the vegetables are grown. This is due to small

scale of the farms, the characteristics of chinese cabbage and radishes, and the lack of rural labor and
financing. 2) The collecting dealer does not ship to the wholesaler directly, but rather to the intermedi-

ate wholesaler by consignment. Thus, in case of the chinese cabbage and radish, the wholesaler’s collec-

tion ability is close to zero.

3) The intermediate wholesaler cannot afford to act as the primary distribu-

tor, therefore depend on the sub-intermediate wholesaler to distribute to manysmall-scale retailers.
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