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Milk Quota System in the EU,
USA, Canada, New Zealand and Japan

Katsuhiko DEMURA - Yasutaka YAMAMOTO

Summary

In the 1970-1980s Canada, the EU, the USA and Japan adopted “Milk’ Quota Systems” in order to

control the overproduction of milk and dairy products.

The typical systems are Milk Quota System in the EU and Milk Marketing Order System in the
USA, Since 1979, Japan gradually introduced a control plan for milk production. With the ratification of
the GATT Uruguay Round the liberalization of the importation of dairy products started in 1995, and
Japan’s milk control program became a control plan that permits individual dealings in a quota system.

This paper presents the quota systems in the EU, the USA, Canada and Japan. New Zealand, which has

no control program, is presented as an example of a free market in milk production and trade.
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