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The Actual Conditions and Problems in
the Practical Use of Dairy Farm Data

Eiichi SHIGA

Summary

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual conditions of Dairy Herd Improvement (DHI) in
Hokkaido, and the problems in the practical use of DHI data.

My main conclusions are summarized as follows :

1) The numbers of DHI have decreased recently.

2) The factors are :
a) cost of DHI ;

b) burden of official approval for increasing herd size ;
¢) practical use of DHI data distorted by the restriction of milk production.
3) To utilize the information available we have to take steps :

a) to provide a user-friendly system that takes into consideration the users understanding

of the system;

b) to collaborate with cooperatives (JA), extension centers, and veterinarians (NOSAI),

¢) to appreciate the efforts of the parties concerned with the improvements.
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