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Cut Flower Production and Shipment from
Hokkaido to Mainland Japan: A Comparative
Study of Carnation Production in Tsukigata and Tobetsu

Takahiro SAJIKI - Tokihisa Dol

Summary

Since 1970, cut flower production in Hokkaido has increased. Main factor of the increase is land use ;

a shift from rice to cut flowers because of rice production adjustment policy. Another factor is the
technological improvement of cut flower transportation. Grading and shipment methods vary from area
to area.

Tsukigata and Tobetsu are main production areas in Hokkaido. Both areas sell the products to
mainland Japan. Farmers in Tobetsu produce limited varieties of carnation and ship them through the
cooperative after collectively grading the products. On the other hand, farmers in Tsukigata select the
varieties of carnation and grade the products by themselves. The selling prices are different depending
on the producer.

The difference in shipment depends on the strictness and faimess of grading their products, quality
diversity of products by farmers and historical differences in carnation production in the two areas. In
Tsukigata, farmers began to produce carnation earlier than Tobetsu. The main varieties are still “standard”
and the technological level of the farmers is diverse. Common grading is difficult in this area. Tobetsu
is producing only “spray” varieties and technology is almost the same among farmers. This makes it

possible to do common grading and shipping.
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