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The Farmer’s Selection between Glutinous and
Nonglutinous Rice in Northern Hokkaido
: A Model Study of Risk Behavior

Kentaro Korro, Takumi KoNDO, Fumio OSANAMI, and Tokihisa Do1

Summary

This paper examines agricultural risk in case of the Northern Hokkaido to farmer choosing between

glutinous and nonglutinous rice. The farmer’s behavior is evaluated as a tradeoff between stability and

income.
Three main points are discussed.

1) Because of the region’s low temperature, the farmer may avoid risk by selecting glutinous rice.

2) Because of the system of collective glutinous rice production, the farmer may anticipate an income en-

hancement from the selection of glutinous rice.

3) Both the control of glutinous rice production and the decrease of glutinous rice price lead to increased

risk in the production of rice. Ideally, farmers will diversify this risk, such as through investment in new

technologies.
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