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On the Mechanism of Migration
from a Rural to an Urban
Area in the Philippines

Shin-ichiro SERIZAWA + Fumio OsaNami - Tokihisa Do1

summary

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the mechanism of migration from a rural to an urban area in

the Philippines.

Todaro’s model, in which migrators enter an informal sector and collect earnings while waiting to

climb to a formal sector, has traditionally been regarded as the most natural representation of migrator

behavior.

However, our first-hand experience with the Filipino migrators suggests that their behavior diverges

from this model.
hypotheses below.

We try to make clearer a structure of the migration in consequence of proofing two

1) In urban areas, the migrator’s working sector is decided by his or her economic class in the village of

origin.

It is thus very difficult for a migrator to climb from an informal to a formal sector.

2) The migrator, who wants to work in a formal sector, stays in a “Pool Sector” temporarily.
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