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A Study of the Characteristics of the Processing Business
in agricultural Cooperatives and the Structure of Management :
A Case Study of Shihoro Agricultural Cooperatives

Kuniyuki KOBAYASHI

Summary

Financial business was the core of agricultural cooperatives from thel960s to the middle of the 80s
in Hokkaido. It influenced other business positively. But in the 90s, the structure changed. Drastic
changes in the financial situation, such as a decrease in the price of agricultural products, caused a de-
crease in the profit of the agricultural cooperatives. Thus, agricultural cooperatives had to create some
new core of business. Recently, processing has become a good source of income for some of the agricul-
tural cooperatives. The purpose of this paper is to trace farm structure in the view of loan business,
and clearly illustrate the characteristics of the processing business and the structure of the manage-

ment of agricultural cooperatives.
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