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The System of Direct Payments in Hilly and Mountainous Areas
and the Protection of Agricultural Multi-functionality :
A Case Study of the Community Agreements in Hokkaido

Kiyotaka MASUDA and Katsuhiko DEMURA

Summary

The System of Direct Payments in Hilly and Mountainous Areas was implemented in April 2000,

in order to prevent the abandonment of cultivated land in hilly and mountainous areas, and secure

multi-functionality. This was the first time that a system of direct payments has been introduced into

the Japanese Agricultural Policy, and was implemented by local public bodies. The purpose of this pa-

per is to introduce the System of Direct Payments in Hilly and Mountainous Areas and to examine the

system used to implement it in all of Japan, and subsequently Hokkaido in 2000.
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